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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


LIST OF CAPTURED PLO WEAPONS 
Bonn WEHRTECHNIK in German Oct 82 pp 29-31 


[Text] The Israeli invasion of Lebanon led to the 
cornering of Palenstinian PLO guerillas in West Beirut 
and finally to the departure of the fighters to other 
Arab countries. Left behind in Lebanon was a huge 
stockpile of weapons, some of which had been captured 
by the Israelis already in the first days of the war. 
Although it was known that the PLO had large numbers 
of weapons from all over the world, the well informed 
Israeli secret service. was surprised and confused about 
the enormous PLO depots. Already 4 weeks after the 
invasion, approximately 5,000 t of ammunition and 
explosives were carried off, more than 20,000 rifles, 
more than 6,000 LAW's, hundreds of artillery pieces, 
jeeps, antiaircraft weapons, grenade launchers and 
Stalin organs. In addition there were tanks--PLO as 
well as Syrian tanks. The author of this and the 
following article about Western weapons systems in 
Lebanon is Jan Boger, Israeli paratrooper and an 
expert on terrorism. 


Long ago they stopped counting numbers of rifles or stacks of crates, and 
now only tons, truckloads or tractor hauls are registered. These stockpiles 
of weapons not only exceed anything imagined, but also the actual needs of 
the PLO estimated to be about 20,000 men strong. Many of the weapons were 
still factory-wrapped, never used, others had just been purchased recently. 
Since the official end of the Lebanese civil war in the spring of 1976 
(which still kept flaring up again and again), an intensified arms buildup 
could be noted, especially during the last years. 


Unaware of his own strength, Arafat pushed for the establishment of regular 
guerilla batallions to replace the former guerilla commandos. This was done 
both because of Israel and of the PLO's predominant role as “state within a 
state" in Lebanon. By becoming a military power, the PLO hoped for recogni- 
tion as a national and political power within the Middle East conflict. The 
Soviet Union, whose sphere of influence in the Arabian hemisphere had been 

endangered by the loss of Egypt, the uncertain situation in the Iran-Iraqui 














war and the internal Syrian conflict, supported the PLO's desire for new and 
stronger weapons. As weapons supplier, the Soviet Union could give the PLO 
new dependencies at a relatively cheap price: it seldom had to appear 
directly as supplier, other Warsaw Pact states usually played that role and 
also assisted in the training of Palestinian guerillas. PLO cadres also 
received military and ideological training in the GDR, Hungary, Chekoslovakia 
and Poland. One of the most interesting documents, which fell into Israeli 
hands in South Lebanon, is the protocol of a "PLO military mission” of its 
shopping list in East Berlin in April 1982. The PLO cadre was received by 
the GDR deputy defense minister, the NVA chief of staff and other high- 
ranking officers. The PLO members were bricfed about NVA officer training, 
which members of the PLO guerilla units were to participate in. In answer 
to the question of whether the PLO representatives had anything against the 
Marxist-Leninist doctrine which served as the basis for all training, the 
Palestinians, according to the protocol, answered: "Absolutely not!" 


The training of the PLO men at NVA schools was to take place exclusively 
with Soviet weapons, separate from their East German fellow students, and 
with some limitations placed on the material: PLO artillery officers were. 
to be trained only up to the level of battery commander. It is evident from 
the records that the "fraternal assistance” which the PLO was to enjoy from 
the GDR comrades, was under the direct supervision of the Soviet Union and 
was paid for by the Palestinians with U.S. dollars. In addition to the 
training, the protocol contains data about Palestinian weapons purchases and 
the prices for this "military air." 


The PLO attempted, among other things, the purchase of the following weapons, 
the prices of which were agreed on with the GDR defense ministry for c.o.d. 


ship in Rostock harbor with a 2 percent discount on the total sum, and a 
10 percent charge for delivery of the goods at the harbor of Torlus. 


One patrolboat with missiles - $118,000; 


Anti-aircraft machine gun ammunition caliber 14.5 mm - $1,608 to $1,792 
depending on type, for 22,500 rounds; 


Six anti-aircraft quad-mount radar-guided Schilka tanks at $1,587,000 each; 
130 mm field cannons for $92,000 each, for up to ten; 
Ammunition for 57 mm, 100 mm and 122 guns; 


Military compasses for $5 each. 


In a similar way the PLO received war materials from other communist states: 
North Korea delivered RGG antitank weapons 7V with ammunition, carefully 
camouflaged with crates bearing the label: "Tractor Parts." Similarly 
packaged were the rockets for the multiple rocket launchers delivered from 
North Korea. After the PLO could register great success in the summer of 























1981 with its Katyusha attacks on Israeli bordertowns, it intensified the 
purchase of this weapon. The modern launchers delivered by North Korea and 
mounted on Japanese trucks belonged to the improved version: their 122 mm 
Grad rockets had a range of up to 20 km. 


From Hungary the PLO received discarded T-34 tanks, veterans from World 

War II. The 50 T-54/55 tanks from Russia, which were to form the backbone 

of the PLO armored troop, were newer. From Chekoslovakia came the Kalashnikov 
and Warnat assault guns which are part of the main weapons system of the PLO 
guerillas, as well as machine pistols, small arms, antitank rockets and 
ammunition. 


But supplies came not only from East European nations. While the Arab 
nations, especially the oil-rich nations, financed the PLO in terms of mil- 
lions and thus made the Palestinian shopping sprees in the Eastern Block 
possible, they also sent weapons as a sign of their "Arab solidarity in the 
fight against Zionism and imperialism:" Libya delivered hundreds of Belgian 
FN/FAL rifles and a unit of volunteers with SA-9 antiaircraft rockets mounted 
on BRDM armored personnel carriers. From Saudi Arabia came U.S. Rifles 

M-16 Al still in their original wrappings, the 7.62 mm machinegun ammunition 
and Heckler and Koch 6-3 rifles. Syria equipped its own PLO units with 
APC's, antitank rockets Cobra and Milan, and antiaircraft quad mounts. 


The PLO has at its disposal the most modern technological equipment: U.S. 
shrapnell-proof protective vests made of Kerlar fiber, British Rank-Xerox 
residual light amplifiers, Soviet surveillance and target sights, computers 
and a fully equipped language laboratory. As already in the Yom Kippur war 
of 1973, the Israeli tanks were most endangered by the wire-guided Soviet 
Sagger rockets, which some PLO groups had in large numbers, thanks to 
deliveries from the Soviet Union and Arab states. In addition there were 
recoilles antitank guns mounted on jeeps. Most of them belonged to the 
older U.S. and Soviet classes, but for the first time Israelis got the 
light Soviet SPG-9, whose missile-supported shaped-charge grenades caliber 
76 mm can also be launched by the Soviet standard BMP armored personnel 
carrier. Among the antiaircraft cannons, which are still considered to be 
of significant importance following experiences in the last Middle Eastern — 
wars, are the Soviet twin cannons AZP 23 mm which fires 850 rounds per roe} 
minute. They are excellent for engaging targets in the air and on the 
ground. 


On their advance, the Israeli troups discovered various workshops: in 
Nabatiyah, the county seat of South Lebanon's Shouf Massive, there was a 
PLO workshop for mine and explosive traps, in which Yugoslavian 3-P.M.A. 
and French M-59 mines were tarned with lumps of clay to look like peaces 
of soil in order to make it easier to lay them and to make them more 
unrecognizable. Various acid and mechanical fuses were produced in this 
plant, as well as explosive traps which were hidden in everyday consumer 
goods such as canned goods, cigarette packs, electrical appliances. The 

















Kalashnikov magazine, which had a TNT charge that would ignite after the 
removal or firing of the first cartridges, was obviously meant for the 
"internal" use in the civil war against the Lebanese. Here FPG-7 light 
antitank weapons were changed into tube explosives. In Sidon and Tyre there 
were auto and metal workshops in wnich Katyusha weapons, antiaircraft machine 
guns and cannons were mounted on all-terrain trucks and jeeps, in Sidon 

there was a production site for RPG-7 launching tubes which was qualitatively 
comparable to the Soviet one. The PLO's own products \under license were 
marked "Made by Fateh." 


Bunkers, strongpoiits and fortifications of the Palestinian guerillas in 
Southern Lebanon were hardly those of a “guerilla” organization, but were 
qualitatively of a much higher standard: the positions and bunkers were 

built according to Soviet models, and in part equipped with meter-thick 
steel and concrete covers. Connecting ditches were m-de of concrete or 

wood. Sandbag bunkers customary in a guerilla war were replaced with solid 
structures, MG notches, gaslocks and combat posts. The "refugee camps" of 
Rashadiyh and Ejn Hilwe along the Mediterranean coast were fortified PLO 
position systems with command bunkers, ammunition depots, artillery sites 

and combat posts which were camouflaged inside civilian homes. A UNRWA 
school served as a PLO training site and weapons depot. The civilian popula- 
tion in the camps merely served the PLO as a protective shield against Israeli 
attacks. The youths were "drafted" into the PLO youth corps and militia. 


The fact that for the past two years the PLO, due to a lack of volunteers-- 
has instituted a "draft" for male tefugees in all of its camps, emphasizes 
the question as to for whom the arsenals located in Southern Lebanon were 
meant. The weapons and ammunition supplies in them would have been suffi- 
cient to equip more than five infantry brigades. The arsenals far exceed 
their own PLO requirements and were not meant for Palestinian use only. For 
years, indications of a central role of the PLO in a network of so-called 
"liberation movements" have become ever stronger. 

Terrorists from Europe, South America, Asia and Africa have been observed 
in training in Lebanese camps. Western security agencies learn from state- 
ments by German and Italian political prisoners about weapons deliveries 
from Palestinian groups to the Baader-Meinhof Gang, to the Red Brigades, the 
IRA, the French Activists, German resolutionary groups and right as well as 
left radical organizations. Attacks at the Paris Orly airport, in Belfast, 
Rome and Heidelberg were carried out with RPG-7 antitank weapons obtained 
from Palestinians. 9 mm Makarov weapons, which were delivered from Poland 
to the Middle East, have for some years now belonged to the basic equipment 
of German professional terrorists. Palestinians have trained volunteers 
from Arab, African and Asian countries in guerilla warfare in Southern 
Lebanon. Conquered documents refer to courses for groups from Malawi, 

El Salvador, Turkey, Iran and Nicaragua. Among the foreigners, who were 
captured by the Israelis during combat in Southern Lebanon, are Indians, 
Pakistanis, Yemenites, Iranians, Turks and Europeans. 
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However, documents, plans found and certain war materials even point to a 
further circumstance: apparently the Israeli attack has just preceded a 
limited Syrian-Palestinian military action against Northern Israel. The 
build-up of the Syrian forces near the Israeli border and the supply of new 
weapons sy3tems indicate a type of war of attrition planned for the second 
half of 1982 or the beginning of 1983: Syria was in dire need for such an 
external “threat” to deflect from internal revolts and to break out of its 
political isolation in the Arab world. The PLO was in dire need of military 
successes in order to gain attention. An attack on parts of Galigei was 
probably planned, which was to lead to the "liberation of Palestinian soil." 
In this connection, the crates containing Western infantry weapons become 
understandable. The PLO itself is equipped with Eastern assault rifles, 

but the volunteers from Iran and, according to some reports, even from Cuba, 
which were to participate in such a war, are accustomed to FN and G-3 
assault rifles. Syria hoped to gain a leadership position in the Arab 
world from its role in the conflict against Israel, a conquest of Israeli 
territory--even if only limited--would have had an effect which might have 
led to war in the entire region. 


9328 
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AFGHANISTAN 


PAPER ‘EXPOSES SHAM’ OF U.S. CHEMICAL WARFARE CHARGE 
LD060730 Kabul BAKHTAR in English 0424 GMT 6 Dec 82 


[Text] Kabul, 5 December, Bakhtar: Kabul NEW TIMES has editorially exposed 
the sham and fallacious nature of the latest U.S. propaganda campaign about 
alleged use of chemical weapons by the DRA. The editorial published today 
reads: 


All admirers of the late, unlamented Herr Goebbels have just cause for alarm. 
The reputation of the Hitlerite propagandist is in real danger of being 
eclipsed by the growing renown of the Reagan administration's accursed lying 
apparatus. 


The Nazi technique of continuing to repeat a lie in the hope of its acquiring 
a semblance of truth, of continuing of sling mud with the expectation of some 
of its sticking is being practised and sought to be perfected by the imper- 
ialist inheritors of the mantle of the Third Reich in this regard. The tech- 
nique has been upgraded with the warlords of Washington seeking to convict 
others, including the victims, of their own outrageous crimes against humanity. 





The latest illustration is the repetition of the charge by the State Department 
of the U.S. that the Soviet Union has used chemical weapons in south-east Asia 
and Afghanistan. The brazenness of the charge is truly breath-taking. 


For, the charge comes from those who stand convicted at the tribunal of human- 
ity of the same crime against the peoples of several countries. The charge is 
as breath-taking as the devastation visited by the U.S. imperialism upon peoples 
who have dared to defy its diktat and asserted their national identify and 
independence. 


The peoples of the three countries of Indochina--Vietnam, Laos, and Kampuchea-- 
are still struggling to recover from the aftermath of the cruellest war of 
history forced by the imperialists upon them. The years-long saturedation 
bombing of these countries, in which a record amount of chemical weapons were 
employed, and the biological war-fare, which included a diabolical defoliation 
campaign, have left a long trail of human misery that will remain a living 
reminder of imperialist hestiality for quite some time. 








The memory of the ‘Vietnam War’ is still fresh in the mind of the world public, 
when a similar misadventure is being pursued in El Salvador. The great people 
of this small country are facing savage imperialist fury that has found ex- 
pression in the use against them of the most lethal chemical weapons, among 
other things. 


And, the butchers of Washington and Pentagon, who not very long ago launched 
a bacteriological war against socialist Cuba, have continued to develop this 
branch of the inhuman imperialist enterprise. It was only recently that an 
American Institute of Malaria Research in Ziaul Haq's Pakistan was exposed as 
an undercover centre for manufacture of biological and bacteriological arms. 


The charge comes from those who have actually put chemical weapons at the dis- 
posal of the Afghan counter-revolutionaries, as proved by specimens seized 
from some of them in Herat. These dangerous toys are being presented to 
bandits, who have shown no compunction about committing starkly brutal, 
sacrilegious crimes. 


The charge is being repeated ad nauseam, in spite of all proof to the contrary. 
A fact-finding mission of UN experts, after spending several weeks in Peshawar, 
returned emptyhanded, without a shred of evidence to back the absurd allega- 
tion. And, it has been reiterated only the other day that the team has found 
no evidence to support the American charges unlike in the case of Vietnam. 


The charge is being trumpeted again and again, even while the Reagan clique 
prepares to scale up spendings on chemical and other mass murder weapons to 
a phenomenal 6,000 million dollars and add to the U.S. stockpile of arms, of 
which chemical arms alone account for 150,000 tons. 


The degree of credibility of the charge is shown by the reaction from the U.S. 
press itself. Newspaper CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR for example, says that sus- 
picion cannot but arise that the Reagan administration levels such violent 
accusations against the Soviet Union only to justify its own development of 
chemical armaments. 


If that is what the American people, many of whom have suffered as guinea-pigs 
in the imperialist laboratory for perfection of mass extermination methods, 
think the reaction of the rest of the world is obvious. 


Such abominable lies can hardly make a difference to the ever-growing world 
stature of the Soviet Union as the foremost champion of peace. The Soviet 
initiatives for an international advance towards nuclear and general disarma- 
ment have been too many and too transparently sincere for that. 


As for the DRA's reaction to such goebbelsian propaganda, it can only be one 
of contempt-combined with a redoubled determination to pursue the path of 
peace and its own chosen course of progress regardiess of imperialist obstruc- 
tions and provocations. 


CSO: 4600/140 














AFGHANISTAN 


KABUL LAUDS DRA-USSR FRIENDSHIP TREATY 
LD0O60726 Kabul Domestic Service in Dari 1600 GMT 5 Dec 82 


[Text] The political commentator of the Bakhtar Information Agency comments on 
the fourth anniversary of the signing of the DRA-USSR Treaty of Friendship, 
Cooperation and Good Neighborliness. 


Today, 4 years have passed since the DRA-USSR Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation 
and Good Neighborliness was signed. These 4 years, which were (?difficult) but 
full of victories, have clearly shown the great, historic and vital importance 
of this treaty not only in protecting the gains of our revolution but for the 
destiny of our homeland. 


Afghan-Soviet friendship--this strong, huge tree whose roots extend to the 
{word indistinct] and hearts of the people of the two countries--has, through 
eventful decades, successfully passed the test of time and has now become the 
best examples of friendship between the nations. The great Afghan-Soviet 
friendship started from the first spring of the independence of the people of 
the two countries. The victory of the Great October socialist revolution, 
which shook the structure of the old world, also opened the horizons of hope 
and victory for the national liberation movements and nations under tyranny. 
The first state of workers and peasants, which was built on the ruins of the 
czarist empire as a result of the victory of the Great October socialist 
revolution, for the first time in the history introduced to the oppressed 
nations the new relations between nations. 


Under the direct leadership of V. I. Lenin, the policy of the Soviet state 

toward national liberation movements and nations under tyranny was regulated, 
and small countries found the opportunity to establish equal ties with a big 
country. 3 


Our people will not forget that from [word indistinct] of the independence of 
our country, it was the Soviet Union, while in the midst of the most difficult 
moments of defending its revolution against the reactionary forces of history, 
that gave our young country a helping hand and assisted it in various ways. 
This hand of friendship, since those first days, has been the guarantor of 
our country's independence, freedom and even continuity and existence. The 
Soviet Union during the past years has also honestly remained loyal to Afghan- 
Soviet friendship and assisted our people in all — of life and the con- 
struction of our society. 














Today, no aspect of life in our country is not marked by the great Afghan- 
Soviet friendship. With the victory of the April ‘revclution, Afghan-Soviet 
friendship entered a new historic stage and reached the level of brotherhood 
between the two countries. Only in light of the victory of the April revolu- 
tion did Afghanistan find the opportunity to sign the treaty of friendship, 
cooperation and good neighbourliness with the Soviet Union as a valuable and 
worthy document for the strengthening of our country's independence and freedom 
and the strengthening of peace and stability in the region. 


The course of events and life in the past 4 year have shown the great and 
vital importance of this treaty in the destiny of our people, revolution and 
homeland. The [word indistinct] has shown that when the survival of our home- 
land and revolution were at risk and all evil spirits were waging an undeclared 
war against our beloved and free homeland, tne Soviet Union, on the basis of 
this treaty, answered the request of the legitimate government of the DRA and, 
by giving military aid to our country, [word indistinct] the imperialist 
circles whose aim was to cause a bloodbath in our beloved Afghanistan and to 
destroy our country. 


The DRA-USSR Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Good Neighboriliness was 
tested: in practice and showed its vital importance. This treaty has fulfilled 
and will fulfill its vital role not only in the destiny of our country but in 
the destiny of the masses of the region in their struggle against the aggres- 
sion, looting and [word indistinct] of imperialism. History will show in the 
future more than ever the great and historic importance of this treaty. We 
greet the fourth anniversary of the signing of the DRA-USSR Treaty of Friend- 
ship, Cooperation and Good Neighborliness; which coincides with the days of 
preparation for the celebrations of the 60th anniversary of the establishment 
of the Soviet Union by the masses of both countries and hope for more fruits 
of this treaty. 


CSO: 4600/140 














AFGHANISTAN 


AFGHAN RADIO, TV INCREASE RELIGIOUS PROGRAMS 
AU290743 Prague RUDE PRAVO in Czech 23 Nov 82 p 6 
[Article by Josef Vlcek: "The Struggle for People's Minds"] 


[Excerpts] Afghan television is located in a complex of modern buildings 
surrounded by well-kept lawns. 


Comrade (Haider Massoud), chairman of the newly established state committee 
for radio, television and cinematography and chairman of the Union of Afghan 
Journalists, has an office in a 2-story building. 


He found a moment for us in his busy daily program, and with a quiet and 
cultured voice over a cop of aromatic tea informed me and CTK Kabul corres- 
pondent Peter Frankl about the complex problems facing the Afghan information 
media. 


After the victory of the April revolution and especially after the overthrow 
of the Amin regime, hostile propaganda declared a war of the airwaves against 
the Afghan revolution and the Afghan people. The Voice of America and the BBC 
alone have lately tripled their broadcasts to the democratic Republic of 
Afghanistan. This constitutes several dozen broadcasting hours daily in 15 
languages spoken in Afghanistan. 


"For all practical purposes, the FRG had the main say in the Afghan mass media 
before the April revolution," (H. Massoud) says. The old studio was built and 
equipped with its assistance. It was more or less the same with television, 
whose equipment was also partially supplied by Japan. The FRG had gradually 
created for itself a program and reporting monopoly in Afghanistan. 


After the April revolution the FRG announced that it was "abrogating" its 
assistance. The Japanese also left. In this way, according to the notions of 
imperialist forces, a serious blow was to be delivered to the Afghan informa- 
tion media. That did not happen, however. The socialist countries--the USSR, 
the GDR and also the CSSR--have provided assistance. 


At present, Afghan radio and television is beginning a new stage of its 
activity. Two relay stations are being built. In Herat, Kandahar, Nangahar, 
Farah, (Paktija), (Sibergan) and (Kunduz) new ila radio and television 
centers will be built. 
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The main task is to acquaint the Afghan population with the program of the 
Afghan people's Democratic Party, adopted last March at the party's statewide 
conference. The broadest strata of society, the majority of whom are farmers, 
must be informed in an understandable way about the essence and objectives of 
the national democratic revolution. 





"What is involved is a truly national revolution," (H. Massoud) stressed. 
"And this revolution is taking place under specific conditions. We must also 
take this into account when preparing radio and television programs." There- 
fore now, for example, Afghan radio and television broadcasts religious pro- 
grams, and to a greater extent than before. In the new stage of the April 
revolution there are no longer any anti-Islamic crusades, which--during the 
Amin era--the imperialist propaganda loved to make use of to set people at 
loggerheads. "On the contrary, now we are employing Islam in the struggle 
against imperialism. This is in harmony with the line of the Afghan people's 
Democratic Party," Comrade (Massoud) said. 


CSO: -4600/140 














ALGERIA 


FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR ALGIERS EXAMINED 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French No 974, 22-28 Oct 82 pp 23-32 
[Article by Kamal Zemouri: "Algiers Tomorrow"'] 


[Text] If one wants to undertake an exhaustive study of the governorate of 
Algiers, this would basically require attention to the problems inherent in 
the city of Algiers because of the extent to which this governorate has rural 
space and dimensions reduced to a minimum, and the extent to which its nature 
is industrialized and urbanized. However, some portions of this small 
governorate have escaped the urban development phenomenon, either by design 
or spontaneously. A study of the governorate in depth can therefore not fail 
to reveal major and serious imbalances affecting the orgaiization of space as 
well as the establishment of infrastructures and the daily life of the 
citizens. 


Be that as it may, a multiple approach to an analysis of the situation in the 
governorate must inevitably be seen in terms of the problems to be resolved. 
These problems have their repercussions, like a shock wave with Algiers as 
its epicenter, on the rest of the governorate. The lives and as a result the 
needs of the people are those of town dwellers, even where those living 
outside a settlement are concerned. Industrialization, in particular in the 
eastern portion of the governorate, has led to new ways of thinking. 

Algiers, a large market town, and a string of medium and small market towns, 
interspersed with areas criss-crossed by roads, characterize the region. 

Thus the future of the governorate is not a question of the development of 
this or that sector, but rather rational organization, restructuring and 
unblocking. 


The national policy of decentralizing decision making and reducing the con- 
centration of means and infrastructures, and the reorganization of businesses 
which will bring in its wake a healthy "flight" toward broader horizons, will 
without any doubt provide some relief for the evils from which this governor- 
ate, which is overloaded from every point of view, suffers. With its both 
heterogenous and incongruous aspects, Algiers can hardly conceal its diffi- 
culties. It has the problems of a large, broad body in a narrow costume 
cracking at the seams. In the outermost periphery of the capital, the 
building craze reigns supreme in many areas. It is now the city which is 
imposing its rules and its habits on what was just yesterday only a small 
village cradled in its traditions. Agriculture, which has been abandoned in 
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favor of industry or offices in the capital, hardly exceeds the limits of the 
family circle. What proliferated yesterday is marginal today, and what was 
marginal yesterday will henceforth proliferate: this is one of the aspects of 
the change which has overturned life in the governorate of Algiers. 


To use a fancy employed by a number of officials, it is necessary to "reverse 
steam" in the north-south direction. This achievement would obviously be the 
best gauge of success, and it is in this spirit that the efforts on the 
national and regional levels are currently being pursued. It is the develop- 
ment and the consolidation of new human settlements on the high plains which 
could inject oxygen into governorates experiencing the same difficulties as 
the governorate of Algiers. It is also on this basis that conditions could 
be created for adapting the existing resources to the needs such as to obtain 
the much-desired normalization. 


Enjoying the Benefits of Development 


At the present time, living in the governorate of Algiers means to experience 
the problems of water, transportation, supply and promiscuity on a daily 
basis, all of this within an atmosphere in which boredom is the corollary of 
a chronic lack of leisure facilities. A few moving picture houses and the 
occasional stable here or there--these do not suffice to fill the free time 
of the citizens of Algiers. 


The reasons for satisfaction are indeed numerous, even if the price is some- 
times high for the benefits of development. Algiers is a capital city, and 
no longer a provincial settlement. A number of settlements around it are or 
will be the seats of the main offices of public enterprises, since decon- 
centration can only work in that direction. It is already easier to move 
about in the Algiers area, thanks to the highways and overpasses which are 
continuing to multiply. In short, in addition to its traditional special 
characteristics, Algiers has acquired other dimensions, and therefore new 
responsibilities to be assumed, such that all eyes converge upon it. 


The administration of this kind of governorate is therefore a very heavy 
burden, particularly for the political, administrative and service authori- 
ties, as well as for the economic agents who see their activities consis- 
tently hindered by obstacles. To:name them, they include overpopulation, the 
numerical size of the automobile fleet, poor traffic flow, poverty and poorly 
organized marketing circuits, inadequate water supply, despite the efforts 
made in this sector to date constantly shifting needs in terms of physiology 
and civilization, education, etc. The satisfaction can be measured in terms 
of the efforts which have been made by the government in all sectors, but the 
volume and quality of the efforts which remain to be undertaken appall even 
the most optimistic. It is a fact that what remains for us to accomplish is 
tremendous, and this is still more true for a governorate such as that of 
Algiers in which the density is very great in all sectors. 


Thus we are faced with a mass of problems, and proposals for dealing with 
them exist. What else is needed? Natural assets, financial resources, 
technical facilities and a real determination to settle these problems. The 
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shoe must indeed pinch somewhere. Sometimes here, sometimes there, but it 
seems, and this is experience speaking, that generally the hindrances are 
more subjective than objective. Thus it would seem that the concept of the 
common good has not yet been entirely assimilated by each and every one. 


Concrete Vs. Green Space 


Greater Algiers has extended its tentacles, and concrete never ceases to 
devour the green areas. As we have stressed above, rural space has shrunk, 
in particular since the establishment of the governorate of Blida, which 
absorbed the greater part of it. Only the rolling slopes of the Sahel have 
remained intact. As to the coast and its beaches, offering the citizens of 
Algiers their only leisure facility, they will soon be oversaturated if other 
outlets are not found before then. By way of example we might mention the 
zoo and other attractions accessible to all, the success of which needs no 
emphasis. In the final analysis, the governorate of Algiers will have to 
"mate" successfully, with but few exceptions, with a capital where the downtown 
will have been splintered. What were suburbs yesterday will henceforth be 
absorbed within the city. Peaceful little villages such as Draria, Douera, 
Baba-Hassen, Dar-El-Beida, and Ain-Benian, to mention just a few, have turned 
into close-in suburbs, thanks to the extent to which the urban fabric has 
densified and the rate of development of industrial and commercial infra- 
structures has stepped up. Also, rendering unto Caesar that which is 
Caesar's, we must say that the transportation networks have followed this 
advance more or less. Water and housing, on the contrary, remain in sad 
disproportion to the needs. Consumer goods as well--even heavy-consumption 
items--are constantly disappearing from the wide and welcoming shelves. 

These imbalances might almost cause us to forget the effort made in 20 years. 
The reality of the existing problems should not lead us to ungrateful 
silence, even if one must remain pessimistic in analysis and optimistic in 
action. A corrective approach is already taking shape in the direction of 
the high plains. For the governorate of Algiers, this approach is designed 
above all to reorganize the existing structure and to increase the potential 
energy sources designed to provide better management of the governorate and 
its citizens. 


"The city of Algiers by the year 2000." The date is fast approaching. A 
number of studies have been devoted to the problem but were soon outdated, 
due to the dizzying speed with which the city of Algiers, which can be 
identified without risk of error with the governorate of Algiers, has 
developed. The plan of the COMEDOR [Permanent Committee for Development, 
Organization and Planning Studies for the Algiers Metropolitan Area] saw the 
future city in terms of a pentapolis, with Algiers as its center, and with a 
radius of 50 kilometers around the capital. It is not too clear what has 
become of this proposal. The new tendency is based on an extensivun of the 
development of Algiers toward the southwest. The present development, 
particularly in terms of housing, characterized by the establishment of huge 
developments on the first belt around the capital, seems to be moving away 
from technocratic concerns, and the need to meet social needs for housing 
seems to have outweighed all other considerations. 
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Precarious housing, which is a delicate euphemism for designing shantytowns, 
is on the wane, but the number of such facilities continues to exceed the 


danger line. 


Metropolitan Algiers finds itself in a deficit situation. Is the political- 
administrative organization capable of providing an answer to the problems 
inherent in the administration of the governorate? 


An Unfailing Alliance 


The political, economic and administrative tasks essential to the harmonious 
development of our country require an alliance of actions on all levels and 
unfailing continuity, in order to provide the cohesion which is indispensable 
to the strengthening and consolidation of its economic liberation (governor- 
ate code). More than ever, this coordinated action is necessary in the 
administration of the governorate of Algiers. The tasks of the governorate 
executive body are clear, while those of the APW [Governorate Popular 
Assembly] are less obvious to the public at large. The basic aspect of the 
activity of the APW is the drafting and supervision of a rational policy of 
regional development, consistent with the limitations of the national plan. 
Article 63 of the governorate code does indeed provide that the APW "admin- 
isters the business of the governorate through discussion" and that it also 
“discusses all the subjects assigned to it by the laws and regulations and, 
generally all matters of interest to the governorate with which it is con- 
cerned, either on the basis of a recommendation from the governor or a 
proposal submitted by at least a third of its members."' The task of this 
democratic institution does not simply stop here, because it is authorized to 
issue opinions required by the laws and regulations, and in addition, "for 
all matters of interest to the governorate, to issue recommendations or make 
comments, which will be transmitted to the competent minister by the 
governor, who will add his opinions." The APW, which is made up of represen- 
tatives of the people, since they are elected, must by law be consulted 
within the context of frank and loyal joint action. The APW is the inter- 
mediary step between the communes and the state. As such, it falls within a 
general policy line. Just as the commune does, but naturally on a more 
extended level, it contributes to closer dialogue between the base and the 
summit. Being very close to the local authorities, of which it is the 
natural extensi:n, the APW can recommend solutions for a large number of 
questions. 3 


Harmony must prevail in this governorate, which consumes more than it pro- 
duces. Through the coordination council, not only are there plans to broaden 
joint effort, and thus to limit the risk of error, but an effort has been 
made above all to ensure consolidation of the popular authority. This insti- 
tution, which comes within the framework of the party reorganization under- 
taken several years ago, is the product of the philosophy of our political 
organization, based on the complementary nature of party and state tasks. 
Also, the recommendations issued by both the Governate council and the 

APW assembliec must not remain mere pious wishes, but must be translated into 
reality by the executive bodies. 3 
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The mechanics for healthy management, for maximal efficiency, are in place. 
The legal texts provide tasks which could not be clearer for each political, 
administrative or elected institution. Above all, they reveal a comple- 
mentary nature which cannot be realized in practice except in a spirit of 
joint agreement and cooperation. 


Two questions come to mind: at what level is this agreement? And then, if 
the answer to the first question is satisfactory, are the recommendations 
followed by results? Whatever the case, there is room for multiplying the 
bodies capable of concrete action and of dealing with problems. When one 
walks along a sidewalk in a built-up part of Algiers, with a well-paved 
surface and clean edges, this means thet there have been agreement, then 
recommendation, study, and finally specific work. In such cases, voluntarism 
does not lead very far. The resolution of problems is based on two criteria, 
which are means and authority. It happens, in particular in Algiers, that 
levels, institutions or bodies make decisions which work against homogeneity, 
and then authority is inevitably diluted. Penalties should be imposed upon 
those who violate the law. Study resources should, along the same line of 
thinking, be given priority, although this should not affect the prerogatives 
within the framework of agreement. 


Let us abandon generalities to speak in detail. The governorate of Algiers 
is currently experiencing a situation resulting from a long period without 
investment and the absence of maintenance for all sectors. Population growth 
(4.8 percent) has served to complicate matters, and the concentration of 
activities (13 percent), national employment (23 percent) and national 
industrial employment are such that the structures for accommodation lack 
relationship with the reality. On the other hand, the political-administra- 
tive organization has been strengthened in order to deal with the dimensions 
of the problems and the volume of undertakings required for the future. How- 
ever, along with all the difficulties encountered and the deficits seen in a 
number of sectors, many gains can be listed. An example is the accelerated 
rate of achievements: the rate at which investments are absorbed tripled 
between 1979 and the estimates for 1982, with an increase of from 440 million 
dinars to 1.3 billion. Where resources for achievement are concerned, the 
governorate has 35 construction and public works enterprises. The launching 
of rebuilding will also be noted: renovation of the Casbah and a similar 
undertaking for the Hamma-Hussein-Dey neighborhood in the near future. The 
vital sectors of the governorate have experienced a satisfactory level of 
undertakings launched or rate of achievement. This is the case in particular 
with the economic and housing infrastructures and water supply. 


The Brutal Facts 


"The end of the line" represents the situation in terms of housing. A veri-- 
table malignant tumor lodged on the city's slopes, shantytowns shelter nearly 
200 ,000 individuals. About 40 percent of the building structures in the 
governorate dates from before 1945. Finally, the estimated needs of the 
governorate if it is to deal with the crisis prevailing calls for the con- 
struction of 26,000 housing units per year for the period between 1980 and 
1990. These harsh facts are significant and underscore the scope of the 
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problem, which is not, unfortunately, exclusive to this governorate. With an 
average rate of more than nine persons per housing unit in 1981, housing has 
become the main shortcoming and the greatest source of social tension in the 
governorate of Algiers. 


Migrants from the interior of the country, drawn by hopes of employment and 
fascinated by life in the capital, have, following a universal tradition, 
established themselves in the peripheral areas, near the employment zones. 
Mainly they settle on the farmland on properties, for it is there they first 
get jobs, as seasonal workers, awaiting other work in construction or indus- 
try. The El-Harrach and Hussein-Dey APC [People's Communal Assemblies] 
report that on their territories, a new shanty "pops up" every week. 





At this rate, and in view of the rate at which the crisis is being reabsorbed, 
the phenomenon is not likely to spread. 


Also, the resolution of the housing problem involves the mastery of growth, 
and means of establishing and implementing administrative, juridical and 
social measures capable of liberating all the existing energies. In this 
respect, the master plan of the governorate in the realm of housing is 
exceptional. The future space scheduled for urban deve. »pment is distributed 
among nine new urban housing zones (ZHUN), which will provide 24,500 new 
housing units with the related equipment facilities (5-year prospect). These 
housing units being built are an integral part of a program covering 57,137 
housing units. Let us add to that the commisgioning of 12,500 units planned 
for the year in progress. Elsewhere, activities to reorganize and improve 
the fabric of urban life are planned for such metropolitan zones as Hamma- 
Hussein-Dey, Annassers and Qued-Korriche. Another sizable problem is the so- 
called "spontaneous" urban development, which according to informal estimates 
crowds 20,000 units close together. In this particular case, what solutions 
need to be planned in order to regularize this existing situation? The 
owners of this kind of new housing bought the land on a private basis with 
the blessing of certain APC, which are official state institutions. It ) 
remains therefore to modernize the various illegally built islands and 
provide the necessary collective facilities to them, without however allowing 
this form of housing to set a precedent such that the example spreads. To 
ensure this, the policy in term of real estate resources should be dynamized 
and the land on which to build allocated as soon as possible, since it is 
more than obvious that private construction can contribute to a more than 
negligible extent to coping with the housing crisis. 


The studies undertaken to date have made it possible to identify nearly 8,400 
lots which could be allocated in the medium time range, and in the opinion of 
the experts, it would be well to direct these operations toward the steep 
slopes, in order to preserve the site capacity, a policy which would imply a 
southwest direction. Let us note that the present application of the texts 
on communal real estate resources is in danger of leading to effects contrary 
to the goals sought, particularly access to housing for the most modest 
social categories, and consistent urban development. In fact, the methods 
for acquiring land on which to build are such that only a limited stratum of 
the population can benefit. Given the present state of affairs, therefore, 
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this measure cannot provide a solution to housing for the largest number. 
The goals established were to take into account "consistency with the exist- 
ing urban fabric and the economy of the terrain."' Now what do we find? The 
situation is characterized by substantial waste of land. Between 1977 and 
1980, nearly 100 hectares of basically agricultural land was set aside for 
housing lots, each to be about 400 square meters. Thus we are far from the 
vertical solutions which simple logic dictates. In eddition, this type of 
construction increases employment and favors the exodus toward the northern 
part of the governorate. 


Between now and 1990, the population may reach a total of between 2.3 and 3.2 
million inhabitants for Algiers and 4.1 to 5 million for the region. In all 
cases new focuses of growth should be developed in order to accommodate a 
substantial portion of the growth. However, the effects of a policy of 
limiting growth, applied beginning now, will not make themselves felt on 
urban development until after 1990. Let us also note the fact that if no 
steps are taken between now and that time, the concentration in urban 
development will be such that just five governorates in the northern part of 
the country (Algiers, Oran, Blida, Annaba and Constantine) would account for 
between 55 percent and 60 percent of the total urban population. The 
regional rebalancing included in the five-year plan should bring about a 
"better distribution of settlement, a reduction in the income gap and a 
deployment of all of the activities involving the various regions of the 
country." As we said at the beginning of this article, to speak of the 
governorate of Algiers means assigning special importance to the urban 
settlement, but it also means taking an interest in the economic choices of 
the country, particularly where land development is concerned. In fact, the 
reorientation of the productive apparatus toward the neglected zones will 
give Algiers its "intrinsic" rate of growth. Doesn't the general report on 
the five-year plan specify that these choices call for the settlement of a 
"supplementary population of 1.5 to 2 million inhabitants in new towns or 
existing centers to be developed" on the high plateaus in the years to come? 
The greater part of this population would come from the coastal section of 
the country, and thus Algiers is involved, and in particular from the five 
main governorates. 





When discussing urbanism, one has a tendency to think only of housing, so — 
thorny is this problem. From 1962 to 1981, only 14,000 planned housing units 
were delivered in the governorate of Algiers. Each resident has an average 
of 6 square meters, while the pathological threshold is situated at between 8 
and 10 square meters. Suitable solutions to this problem exist, and they 
need only to be made dynamic thanks to human will, without which any under- 
taking, however ambitious it may be, is doomed to failure. Men must take 
into account two requirements: on the one hand, to meet the needs of an 
existing population which is awaiting an improvement in its conditions of 
life, while on other, they must avoid creating a further encouragement to the 
exodus toward Algiers. The solutions needed have both regional and national 
dimensions. 
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A Difficult Area 


The heavy concentration of employment in Algiers is such that one-sixth of 
the ecthool enrollees and, as a result of that, the same proportion of the 
teaching personnel in the country, are focused there. Well-known difficul- 
ties result from this: classes are overloaded, with up to 90 students per 
classroom in Baraki and 66 in the Casbah, to mention only two cases. On an 
average, the shortage is felt particularly in the center of greater Algiers, 
wnere the facilities can accommodate no more than 48 percent of the demand. 
Finally, on the secondary level, an overall deficit of 1,800 places is 
reported. 


In the vocational training sector, the governorate has a total capacity for 
6,500 students (applications for the year 1981 total 20,000). Out of the 34 
vocational training centers planned for the governorate, 8 are being built. 


The social deficits are important in this governorate, which is expanding in 
a difficult space, The metropolitan area has grown rapidly, in a disordered 
and tentacular fashion. The capacities of the urban infrastructures and 
facilities in use have been exceeded. The result of this is serious diffi- 
culties, both in terms of accessibility to school equipment and to health, 
cultural and sports facilities. 


In the health sector, the governorate suffers from an infrastructural 
deficit, with only 2.5 beds per thousand inhabitants, while the norms call 
for 5. A response to the needs will be provided by projects which are under 
construction, as follows: commissioning of three polyclinics and completion 
of 15 under construction and the prefabrication plan for 1982 and 1983, 
including four hospitals and 30 polyclinics. Now we come to a rare situa- 
tion, one in which the term deficit need not be used. In fact, Algiers is 
characterized by overstaffing in the health sector, because a third of the 
country's medical corps is concentrated in this governorate. Irrational and 
absurd! The new health map will certainly contribute to correcting this 
distortion. 


Other social problems are measured in terms of the lack of them. Examples 
are care of infants, particularly those abandoned (3,500 presently being 
cared for), as well as the elderly and mental patients. Among the other 
"dark areas" in terms of social deficits we should mention culture, leisure 
and sports activities, that is to say the practice of sports. Not only has 
the level of cultural infrastructures failed to rise, but it has actually 
declined, and public performing areas (basically moving picture houses) are 
in a state of regrettable deterioration. As to the chronic lack of struc- 
tures designed for youth, particularly for athletic activities, plans call 
for providing the governorate with 80 new sports and leisure facilities, of 
which 15 have been completed and 9 are under construction. The social 
deficit can also be measured on the level of the consumption of food products 
and the products necessary for an elementary and decent life. 


Obtaining supplies economically in Algiers is no longer a matter of ingenuity 
but of heroism. The citizen who, all smiles, goes away with a few eggs or 
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several packets of potatoes, exhibited proudly, is viewed with admiration. 
There are not enough sale outlets, and the few progressive stores have little 
to offer consumers. When they do, there is a rush, and the first to come are 
the first to be served. And yet it seems that the governorate of Algiers is 
better served in terms of supply and distribution than the rest of the 
country. However, tensions are constantly mounting. They cannot be allevi- 
ated without the lifting of limitations on stocks and distribution, parti- 
cularly where foodstuffs, grains, fruits and vegetables are concerned. Plans 
call for the establishment of storage and distribution infrastructures in 
order to facilitate the flow. Within the framework of the various develop- 
ment plans, the governorate of Algiers has benefited from 10 operations 
within the second plan and 2 within the framework of the plan in progress. 
This is very little for the 5-year period and what remains to be done is very 
substantial. Finally, the operations included in the five-year plan are 
designed to complete 21 covered markets throughout the communes in the 
governorate and to complete the COFEL [Fruit and Vegetable Cooperative] of 
the governorate. However, there is a network of small merchants criss- 
crossing the city and the region, which could provide sale outlets on the 
neighborhood and village level, if effective price control were established 
by the governorate. 





A Complex Administrative Problem 


Water! This word often causes the grinding of teeth, and not in the gover- 
norate of Algiers alone. However, the overali allocation is substantial: 

850 million dinars, of which 60 percent remains to be invested (35 percent 
within the first four-year plan, 70 percent for the second plan and 95 
percent for the five-year plan). However, this rate of implementation does 
not reflect the progress made during the decade to maintain and strengthen 
the sector on a relatively satisfactory level of response to the need. In 
fact, the figures are eloquent: drinking water production was multiplied by 
2.5 times in less than a decade. For the suburbs of Algiers, this meant an 
increase from 160,000 cubic meters per day to 400,000 cubic meters per day, 
and for the governorate, from 180,000 cubic meters per day to 440,000 cubic 
meters per day. Despite this, the tensions continue because of the growth of 
the population and its per capita water needs. This tension is likely to 
become more acute between 1985 and 1990 if the Keddara Dam is not put into 
service, since the present water layers, even if overexploited, can allow 
only an additional 20 percent production, which is insufficient. Where the 
capital is concerned, the network is made up of more than 1,400 kilometers of 
pipeline, 150 wells and 30 pumping stations. This network is being sub- 
stantially developed and its complexity poses problems for the governorate 
company responsible for it. We are told that in this connection, the col- 
lector and the pumping station in Bab-Ezzouar have been completed and the 
collector for the Bay of Algiers will be commissioned by the end of the year. 
On the other hand, the whole El-Harrach left bank sanitation system (collec- 
tor, purification station) is lagging badly, since its achievement is 
directly linked with the sanitary upgrading of the entire eastern zone of 
Algiers. 
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Let us note that the additional contribution of the Keddara Dam will result 
in an expansion of the irrigated areas from between 7,000 and 9,000 hectares 
per year at present to 12,000 to 15,000 hectares per year during the five- 
year plan. 


The management of water does not derive from the source. Water leads to all 
sectors of the country's activity and the mastery of water administration is 
complex. The rate of loss is estimated at 35 percent, which is enormous. 

The SEDAL is currently trying to reduce these losses. Mazafran II is opera- 
tional and provides greater security for production. The renovation of the 
networks in the zones termed “black spots" will enable the neighborhoods with 
the poorest service to date to have a normal supply between now and 1983. 
Where buildings are concerned, the installation of boosters and the renewal 
of meters at the rate of 20,000 per year, a blessing for the tenants, is 
under way. 


In order to alleviate the water deficit, storage capacities will be increased 
(265,000 cubic meters currently). By the end of the five-year plan, the 
capacity will have been increased to 320,000 cubic meters. 


Agriculture and industry can only be the better for it. Nearly half of the 
territory of the governorate is made up of agricultural land, 25 percent of 
this being regarded as rich. This particular aspect explains the relatively 
limited role played by investment, which comes to only 0.4 percent of all of 
the programs approved. These ‘investments, with a consumption rate of 26.5 
percent (out of a total amount of 51 million dinars) pertain to land improve- 
ment operations, DRS [Soil Reclamation Directorate] work and the equipping of 
cooperatives and agricultural services. 


The intensification of investments and production in the agricultural sector 
can henceforth be seen in terms of: 1) a deficit in the labor force and the 
aging of the manpower, problems which are not exclusive to Algiers; 

2) decline in the land potential, due to ill-advised urban development; 

3) conditions for successful reorganization, in particular the resettlement 
of 13,500 families improperly. occupying agricultural housing but lacking any 
connection with agricultural activity. 


The question can also be seen, and this is the desire of the BNEDER [National 
Rural Development Studies Bureau] (the studies office of the MARA [Ministry 
of Agriculture and Agrarian Reform]) in terms of spatial reorientation. The 
council of ministers has approved the development of Algiers in the direction 
of less fertile land, and reduction in its growth in order to avoid the 
inevitable using up of farmland. The extension of urban development toward 
the east would have led to the elimination of 21,400 hectares of land under 
cultivation, including more than 9,000 hectares in market-garden crops. The 
southwest direction (Sahel) is thus the result of a desire, independent of 
urban development criteria, to preserve the best farmland in the country. 

The application of these new guidelines has led the BNEDER to propose the 
urban development of the land in the central part of the Sahel (Dell-Ibrahim, 
Crescia, Douera, Mahelma, Ouled-Fayet), totaling 17,000 hectares, taking the 
land to be safeguarded into account. The farm sector is reacting, but much 
good land has already been sacrificed on the altar of industry. 
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Balancing Functions 


We have already stressed that industrial employment is very important in the 
governorate of Algiers. This concentration (toward the east, the traditional 
expansion zone of the governorate) is not without problems to be mastered afd 
handled by the governorate, in particular in the housing and transportation 
sectors, and above all, for the future, in the redirection of the induced 
effects toward the outlying governorates. The other factor is provided by 
the importance of the sector of local economic units administered by the 
governorate, which are not of minor importance, because there are 108 of them 
employing 25,000 wage earners. This is a factor specific to the governorate 
of Algiers. | 


Today, the city and governorate of Algiers are regarded as the main consumer 
center in the country. They constitute not only the leading production 
center, but also that where yield is highest, because with 11 percent of the 
country's population, they accounted for 18 percent of the added value in 
1977. The dominant characteristic of this production center--Algiers the 
city and the governorate--is its dynamism. Its contribution to the gross 
domestic product increased from 1l percent in 1966 to 14.5 percent in 1.977, 
while industry became the main supplier cf jobs made available by the } 
governorate of Algiers, totaling 520,000. This figure exceeds the volume of 
the resident active population, which is 360,000 persons. 


Among the problems existing at the present time, we should mention the 
balance among the various functions which have fallen to Algiers. This 
balance is the more difficult to achieve since the city has seen its popula- 
tion double since 1962, while facilities in the various sectors have not been 
completed at the necessary rate. One of the major consequences of this 
civilization is the increasing difficulty in making the new investments 
profitable. 


On the other hand, this conflict in functions is reflected on the spatial 
level by the dependence of the peripheral neighborhoods on the downtown area, 
as well as by the lack of any complementary relationships between them. 
Finally, to these notorious problems are added the need for land for urban 
expansion and the necessity of preserving the generally good farmland in the 
environs of the capital. The reorganization of the enterprises will mean a 
division of them into viable and manageable units, with a view to strengthen- 
ing the resources of the local collectives for the achievement, within the 
prescribed periods, of the communal plans for development. | 


Renovation Under Way 


"An end to potholes" for drivers, and wherever one travels, this way or that, 
on the roads, construction is in progress. The road network in the governor- 
ate of Algiers (253 kilometers of national roads and 290 kilometers of 
governorate roads) is in the course of being completely altered and reno- 
vated. It is a relatively dense network, but one which has reached satura- 
tion on its most heavily traveled axes. The activities undertaken during the 
second four-year plan had mainly to do with the building of overpasses at key 
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intersections, the modernization of the urban street network, the La Rocade 
project (first and second section), the work on the highway in the eastern 
part of Algiers and on RN-5 between Boudouaou and Lakhdaria, a distance of 
40 tiiles, as well as a certain number of bypasses, in particular at Thenia 
(5 kilometers), Boudouaou (4 kilometers) and Birkhadem (4 kilometers). 


Future programs will have to do with preparations for the urban development 
of the southwestern zone. The modernization of existing road axes (studies 
in progress), RN-14: Bord j-el-Kiffan Qued-Isser, RN-36: Ben-Aknoun, four 
roads in Boufarik, RN-II: between Bologhine and Zeralda, building of new 
access roads linking the eastern highway with La Rocade Sud, the Qued 
Ouchaieh radial and the El-Alia radial, Annassers access road, and finally, a 
highway link between the ALN [National Liberation Army] Boulevard and Frais 
Vallon. 


Metropolitan Algiers will come to resemble a canvas for which the roads, 
highways, exchanges and overpasses will constitute the framework. 

The functional rebalancing of the city and the integration of the road 
projects within a consistent and stable urban development framework will 
resolve the traffic and parking crisis in the capital (parking shortage: 
1,200 places). It is a fact that 34 percent of the — automobile fleet 
is concentrated in the governorate of Algiers. 


One of the great sore spots in the governorate and in the capital as well is 
transportation, in all its forms. Generally speaking, distances are great in 
our country and large families are ... large. Thus a vehicle is no longer a 
luxury, but a necessity, giving access to leisure activities and also pro- 
viding a means of resolving the multiple problems encountered daily by the 
citizen. 


In the mass transport sector,’ the deficit is substantial. The RSTA estimates 
the number of daily trips for which this kind of transport could be used at 
300 ,000. In general, the mass transportation infrastructures in Algiers meet 
neither the quantitative needs nor the new spatial requirements. 


The RSTA network, which should be extended farther into the governorate, has 
available only 625 buses (the renewal of this fleet is under way) and the 
SNTV [National Paesenger Transport Company], which serves the interior of the 
governorate, can only put 120 buses in service there. ‘The completion of the 
subway, on which work began last July, as well as the development of the 
suburban railroad network will provide a rapid future solution, and the 
efficiency of these means is well-known." 


But the initial work on the future SNIF station has not yet begun. Based on 
that facility, the other types of mass transportation will be adapted such as 
to ensure tht they complement the subway. On the one hand, this will avoid 
parallel use, and on the other, it will expand mass transport coverage of the 
governorate. , 
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Let us not deceive ourselves that the problems characteristic of the gover- 
norate of Algiers can be resolved elsewhere. This does not, however, mean 
that regional balance cannot contribute to resolving a number of problems 
which are found in particular in the coastal governorates. 


Some will stress that the political-administrative organization appears 
clumsy and ill-adapted. Could the problem of the governorate of Algiers be 
one of authority, then? This organization should move in the direction of 
the clarification of political representation on all levels (commune, 
people's council, and APW), by defining the tasks of each in order to 
establish proper representation of the whole of the population and to be in a 
position to make the operational administrative and technical structures more 
dynamic. Moreover, at no time should the unique nature of metropolitan 
Algiers be lost to view. Here, as in any region in the world, the question 
of the use of the soil represents a veritable gamble. The future of the 
governorate can thus be seen simultaneously in terms of authority and 
priority, without however losing sight of the need to multiply the centers 
for the conception and contemplation of ideas and for studies, and to ensure 
that agreement is strengthened and made profitable even at the price of 
selective and sometimes distressing measures. Then only can regional 
development truly be oriented along the lines of the concerns of the people. 
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ALGERIA 


PRICE CONTROL RECOMMENDATIONS NOTED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 5 Oct 82 p 3 
[Article: "Prices: the New Facts"] 


[Text] The cabinet met on Sunday, 3 October 1982, presided over by President 
Chadli Bendjedid, secretary general of the party. It examined the present 
pricing system and approved measures necessary to adapting this system of 
prices to the economic and social situation in the country. 


The cabinet decisions were based on a detailed diagnosis both of the system 
of prices in effect as well as the general level of prices, in the light of 
the work of an interministerial committee charged with studying this question 
since the beginning of 1982. 


The present situation regarding prices is characterized by: 

--The fact of remarkable stability of prices for a certain number of products. 
This stability essentially relates to the desire of the government to protect 
the purchasing power of the mass of the workers. However, it should be 

noted that this stability has been achieved in an international and domestic 
context characterized by substantial inflationary pressures. 


--The fact of a high level of prices for a certain number of products, 
resulting from inadequate supply, on the one hand, and sustained, speculative 
activity, on the other. This is the case in particular with fruits and 
vegetables. Elsewhere different situations have been noted in terms of 
actual prices for products of medium need, depending on the products con- © 
cerned. 


The consequences of this situation have also been considered from the point 
of view of the development of national production and necessary rationaliza- 
tion of the production stage, through steadily improving control of the cost 
of production and the level of productivity. At the consumption stage the 
analysis also covered certain negative effects of the present price system 
which has involved a propensity to over-consumption of certain products as 
well as the export of these products. 


The measures approved by the cabinet are simultaneously aimed at confirming 
the policy of protecting purchasing power and safeguarding the economic 
interests of the country. 
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In this respect the measures decided on provide for the conditions in 1982 
under which the protection of the purchasing power of citizens will be 
achieved and at the same time how resources from the state budget will be 
used dirdéctly to this end (for grains and related products, oils, etc) and 
how resources from the compensation fund will be used indirectly. 


For example it is estimated that during 1983 overall price supports will 
cost in the order of 6 million dinars. 


The burden of this overall program of price support will be divided between 
the state budget and surcharges to be collected on certain luxury products, 
such as electric home appliances, vehicles, precision instruments, etc. 


In any case the taxes collected in this way will not have a noticeable 


‘effect either on the budgets of the largest families or on the costs of 


domestic production. 


Regarding the productive sector the measures approved aim at improving the 
financial management of companies, on the one hand, and improved allocation 
of resources on the other hand which should be diverted toward the priority 
sectors of the economy. : ; 


In this respect it was decided that compensation programs in the future 
would be implemented in an open fashion through organisms specifically 
designated to this effect. 


Productive enterprises will thus be freed from the constraints of the present 
price system. In the future they will no longer be able to make internal 
adjustments, as has been noted in certain sectors in the course of the last 
few years. 


These measures are aimed simultaneously at strengthening the decision-making 
capacities of the companies concerned which in the future will be able to 


- negotiate the price for the factors of production in the framework of con- 


tractual relationships clearly established with their suppliers, supported 
in that respect by eventual recourse to arbitration by the administration 
concerned. 


This arrangement seeks to eliminate definitively decisions for increasing 
prices by certain figures on a unilateral and irrevocable basis. Ags these 
arrangements as a whole should be assured of rigorous and continuous applica- 
tion, the government has approved a certain number of measures to accompany 
them, the most important of which are: 

--In the field of regulations: preparation of a draft law concerning prices 
and the consolidation of infrastructures and the preparation of a draft law 
on quality control; 

-—In the institutional field: establishment of a National Price Institute 


charged wihh conducting studies preliminary to fixing prices and the establish- 


lishment of compensation techniques; 
-~-Establishment of a new price system resulting from the simplification of 
the present system; 
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-—-In terms of means of enforcement for the control of prices, quality, and 
hygiene, a program to strengthen these means of enforcement, both in business 
administration and in related services, has been approved. 


In conclusion, the arrangements made by the government on the basis of an 
objective evaluation of the existing situation in the area of prices aims* 
simultaneously at identifying a coherent system of price fixing in connec- 
tion with all of the other levers of economic policy (policies regarding 
credit, taxes, savings, external trading balance) and adopting concrete 
measures for applying this new system of prices on the ground. 





*While continuing to respect social objectives. 
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ALGERIA 


LOCAL. POLITICS ANALYZED 
Algeria Events 
Paris LE MONDE in French 23 Oct 82 p l 


/Articles: "Socialists Deliver a Setback to President of the Republic" by 
Jean Yves Lhomeau/ 


/Text/ On Friday 22 October the National Assembly passed a bill aimed at 
wiping out the last after-effects of the Algeria War, but the great majority 
of the Socialist deputies voted--against the government's recommendation--for 
an amendment which excludes general officers from the scope of this bill. 


Moreover, the Finance Committee of the National Assembly came out against a 
government-sought replacement of the tax reduction applying to investing 
firms by a tax credit, on the day after the PS Executive Bureau expressed its 
wishes. 


The Promise That Had Been Given 


Because the new generation of Socialists has "clean hands," it alone was 
able to pardon the unpardonable. That what the analysis of a majority of the 
Socialist deputies last week. 


That was also, no doubt, the analysis of Francois Mitterrand when at the 
cabinet meeting on 21 September he commented on the bill aiming to wipe out 
the last after-effects of the Algeria War: "It is up to the nation, after 
20 years, to forgive"--up to the nation: via a majority of its elected 
representatives. 


On Thursday in the National Assembly the pardon was selective. By excluding 
"felon" general officers who had_risen up against General de Gaulle in the 
name of an "Algerie francaise" [French Algeria/ from the scope of this bill, 
the great majority of Socialist - deputies refused to carry the reconciliation 
intentions expressed by the president of the Republic through to their 
conclusion. The deputies even stood up against the sumbol of that 
reconciliation and against the wishes of the chief of state. 
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National Assembly Proceedings 
Paris LE MONDE in French 23 Oct 82 p 8 


fArticle: "General Officers Are Excluded From Benefiting From the Law 
Concerning the Aftermath of the Algeria Events" by Laurent Zecchini/ 


/Text/ In this debate, which has been so trying, one can no longer tell if 
substance has outweighed form. On the one hand, there are too many wounds 
not very well healed--too many still indestructible passions, fed by 
antagonistic views of history. On “he other hand, there was a poorly 
prepared bill that produced a spate of uneasiness, tensions, and challenges 
within the Socialist Party and its parliamentary group. 


Form: Wednesday evening 20 October the Socialist Party's Exeuctive Bureau 
mandated its first secretary, Mr Lionel Jospin, to convey to the president 
of the Republic the Socialists’ feeling regarding the scope of the bill 
relating to the Algeria events settlement. At that juncture Mr Jospin was 
to convey a wish: the majority of the Socialists asked that officers--all 
officers--be excluded from benefiting from the bill. It was that position 
that the first secretary was supposed to present to Mr Mitterrand during a 
breakfast on Thursday morning. 


However, on Tuesday 12 October Mr Pierre Joxe, who supported the officer 
exclusion argument, had been defeated on it in the parliamentary group. 

In the meantime, a real dictates of conscience debate had developed. The 
deputies were divided; concern about honoring the president of the Republic's 
commitments--total "amnesty"; the commitment to legislate for unity and 
national reconciliation; and: the commitment not to grant absolution for, 

not to legitimize "a posteriori," the intrigues of general officers who 

took up arms against the lawful government of the Republic--these three 
concerns were difficult to reconcile. 


On Thursday morning, after the Elysee breakfast, a message from the office 
of the President of the Republic was brought to the Socialist parliamentary 
group, and that group had a meeting. Mr Joxe did not give out the contents 
of the message. An argument began. Mr Courriere, secretary of state 
responsible for former residents of Algeria, addressed the chairman of the 
Socialist parliamentary group: "Tell us what the Elysee's position is! 
Tell us!" Mr Joxe: "J. am not the Elysee's spokesman:" Shortly afterward 
the rapporteur /reporting spokesman/ for the bill, Mr Gouzes (PS), was to 
make this comment: "I am fed up with seeing Joxe manipulate the Socialist 
parliamentary group.'" 


The "Elysee"'s and the government's position had not changed: the text should 
be passed in its original version. So the Socialist parliamentary group, 
which got an amendment--signed onto by Mr. Jospin--adopted by the National 
Assembly excluding general officers from benefiting from the bill, openly 
opposed the government it supports. That is the first thing to be concluded 
from these events. One is forced to recognize that on that point the 
government was not aided by the most clearsighted and skillful of its 
representatives: rarely will one see a secretary of state pile up so many 
awkward phrases in order to defend the text for which he is responsible. 
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There are other consequences: Mr Joxe's authority was attacked, and the 
opportunity to demonstrate the authority of the Socialist Party's Executive 
Bureau was openly contested. A number of deputies are starting to feel that 
decisions--indeed commands--from that Executive Bureau authority always occur 
too late. Finally, the preparation of the "Algeria bill" showed that the 
problem--one that people believed had been almost sorted out--of the 
political coordination between the executive branch, the party, and the 
Socialist parliamentary group is more present than ever. 


Substance; and form once again: In the final analysis, the unity of 
Socialist deputies was regained and unanimity in passing the bill as a whole 
was achieved. Mrs Halimi, alone, deliberately abstained, joining Mr Raymond 
Barre. The government's intent was generous: to forget, to forget once and 
for all, because it was time, 20 years later, for Frenchmen to make peace with 
Frenchmen. Let us forget--yes. But not everything--not completely, for at 
least two reasons. First, because it is not right to ask the younger 
generations--the ones that did not experience that period--to erase events 
from their memory that have not even been explained to them. Who does not 
see that for 20 years the Algeria events have become taboo--highly 
sensitive? Because forgetting it suited everyone. Second, because one is 
led back, once the arguments have been bandied about, to a republican 
principle: a democracy cannot permit itself to completely absolve generals 
who took up arms against a democratic and lawful government. A democracy 
cannot do that for fear of signing away its future. 


On the morning of Thursday 21 October, the National Assembly considered, after 
the relevant urgency declaration was made, the bill relating to settling 
certain repercussions of the North Africa events. The legislative text, 
which was analyzed in the 28 and 29 September issues of LE MONDE, proposed 
several measures which clearly distinguished it from previous amnesty laws. 
On the one hand, it was aimed at permitting a review of the career records 
of former government employees who have benefited from amnesty laws, with 
an eye toward calculation of pension rights of interested parties; on the 
other hand, it proposed compensating, on a lump sum payment basis, the 
losses sustained by certain persons because of administrative measures-- 
expulsion from the North Africa territory, internment, or house arrest. 


Mr Gerard Gouzes (PS, Lot-et-Garonne), rapporteur of the Laws Committee, 
emphasized that since this bill "is going to reawaken old emotions," it was 
necessary for the debate to be "dignified and free from any expression of 
resentment" so "that nobody's feelings of conviction are hurt." He stressed 
that the bill did not reinstate the ranks of the persons concerned or restore 
their decorations, seeing that reinstatement and restoration had been won by 
them as of 1974. So penal amnesty was complete, he declared, "with the 
exception of a statutory sanction tending to expand the consequences of the 
previous amnesty laws, a sanction which retired general officers from service 
who were amnestied by law." This reinstatement of officers to part wf. the 
second section reserves "will not cost the taxpayers anything and will be 
neither a justification nor a pardon much less a reward," he insisted. "Nor 
will it constitute repudiation by the State or defeat for the victims, and 

it will not imply any political stand. It will simply express a political 


ee 
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will to take into account the passage of time and wipe out all the 
after-effects of decolonization." Speaking of the deputies who were hesitating 
to vote for the bill, Mr Gouzes declared, "Let them be able to show the 

world that republican France, land of political asylum, land of freedom and 
generosity, does not go in for double talk--that it does not have repressed 
hatred." The rapporteur then noted the case of a captain removed from the 
ranks at age 30 after 10 years of service. According to the 1975 amnesty 

law, Mr Gouzes explained, this man currently receives Fr 27,000 a year. 
According to the bill he would receive a Fr 69,000 pension from which deductions 
totalling Fr 110,000 would have to be made, deducted at the rate of a fifth 

of the arrerages each year. Thus, up until the total amount of those 
deductions had been paid, the individual concerned would be receiving a 

pension of Fr 55,000 a year. Mr Gouzes concluded by observing the following: 
"Must widows and their children suffer, 20 years later, the consequences of 
those punishments as if they were a curse like the one that hung over the 
members of the House of Atreus?" 


Mr Courriere, secretary of state responsible for former residents of Algeria, 
stressed that the bill was "an act of national unity" that corresponded to 
candidate Francois Mitterrand's commitments. He reminded the Assembly that 
penal amensty had already been declared by the amnesty laws of 1964, 1966, 
1968, 1974 and 1981. He added, "It is a matter of carrying out a review and 
not of career restoration. In concrete terms, whatever the short of person 
and punishment involved, a government employee or official will get a pension 
at the highest level of the grade he had, and that does not mean that he 

gets a higher grade." He added that widows or eligible parties will benefit 
from these provisions. After having pointed out that generals who had been 
retired from service will be put back into the ranks of the second section 
reserves, Mr Courriere explained that persons who had been subjected for 
political reasons connected with the Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia events to 
administrative measures of expulsion, internment, or house arrest before 
those countries became independent will get a lump sum indemnity "in 
compensation for losses sustained." He concluded by emphatically stating: 

"I know that there are still great sensitivities, 20 years later, on all 
sides. That is why this-bill is courageous." 


At the request of Mr Joxe, chairman of the Socialist parliamentary group, 
the Assembly meeting was recessed for a meeting of the Socialist deputies. 
The Assembly meeting was then postponed to 2130. 


Mr Foyer: Subversion Legitimized 


Mr Foyer (RPR, Maine-et-Loire) said, among other things, "Underlying the 
bill is an unacceptable way of looking at the issue, and the bill's 
implementation would create instances of outrageous injustice." He added, 
"The statutory terms of the legislation are presented as if the losses . 
sustained, compensation for which is to be the State's responsibility for 
paying, were not due to the errors, the misdeeds, or indeed for some, the 
crimes, of those who experienced the losses but rather were the fault of the 
State and of the policy that the State administered." The former keeper of 
the seals went on to say," No, the Parliament of the Republic cannot 20 years 
later justify an act of subversion that employed criminal means to thwart 
the nation's sovereign authority." 
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Mr Foyer emphasized that the OAS [Secret Army Organization/ “out of revenge 
persevered in its repeated attempts to assassinate the president of the 
Republic.” The government, he added, "does not have the right to ask the 
Assembly to legitimize subversion and condemn its suppression.” Referring to 
the measures concerning general officers, he asserted: "That's what the 
bill's main cbjective is--the revenge long-awaited by the leaders of the 
subversion.” He emphasized that those provisions are purely symbolic insofar 
as the generals concerned, who are in their eighties and to whom command 
won't be entrusted any more, will have a chance “to put on stars and oak 
leaves to parade by the president of the Republic on 14 July. Meanwhile, the 
subordinates that they led onto the path of subversion will remain in 
retirement--or in the graveyard in the section for torture victims." 

Finally, he expressed his feeling that the bill —_— the killers compared 
to the victims." 


Mr Renard (PC, Aisne) started off by stating: "While time has passed the 
events by, no decision--no law--can impose oblivion on that which belongs 
to history." Addressing Mr Courriere, the Communist deputy declared: "Your 
bill has 4 major drawback: it makes a genuine moral and financial 
rehabilitation possible of those military personnel sentenced for blood 
crimes and for having risen up against the law of the Republic. To help 
the victims--that seems natural; but to pardon while forgetting--that is 
definitely too much." Mr Renard considered "unacceptable" the provisions 
reinstating the generals in the ranks of the reserves, and he said that 
those responsible for "blood crimes" must not benefit from the bill. He 
concluded by stating emphatically, "Wiping out the after-effects of that 
painful period of our history does not oblige us to exonerate all its 
infamies." 


Mr Dominati (UDF, Paris) emphasized that it was "high time to bring Frenchmen 
together again," adding: "It is to the government's and the Parliament's 
credit to be setting a permanent seal on national reconciliation. The 
government wants final peace to be made; so do we." He then stated, "So 

the president of the Republic is right in proposing that yesterday's bloody 
events go back to their normal place in today's history. The children born 
during those years are 20 years old. They have no feelings about that time 
other than the ones that collective memory produces. Today we should 
unanimously approve a bill that the chief of state is proposing as ‘an act 

of reconciliation’ out of concern for national unity." 


Mr Guidoni (PS, Aude) mentioned the various amnesty laws, pointing out: "It 
is a question of completing an undertaking, and it is perhaps because this 
gesture was the last and the most difficult to make." He stressed that 20 
years have passed and that we are in a position to take a "calm look" at 
all those events. Speaking about the Algeria events, he pointed out: 

"Above and beyond the decolonization, it was a question of the right to 
national self-determination, of the manner in which a republican army 
conceived of its mission, and of the relations between the State and the 
nation.” He added that our role is to eliminate the last after-effects, "to 
create the conditions for forgetting"--not to justify the unjustifiable or 
to rectify that which cannot be rectified, but “to make all the gestures 
which lead to turning the page." Finally, the Socialist deputy said that the 
situation of the general officers was, in fact, the only one that deserved 
any reflection. : 32 























Debate on the Articles 


The Assembly then began debate on the articles of the bill. First off it 
rejected an amendment offered by Mr Aubert (RPR, Alpes-Maritimes) specifying 
that “the Republic" affirmed its will to wipe out the after-effects of the 
Algeria events "with regard to all those who either themselves or through 
their families are still suffering certain consequences." Mr Ducolone 

(PC, Hauts-de;Seine) stressed that such a provision would be favorable 
"toward the félon generals." The deputies then considered an amendment of 
Messrs Debre (RPR, Reunion) and Foyer specifying that the bill's provisions 
"not apply to persons sentenced for assassination or attempted assassination." 
The former prime minister explained that it was intolerable that those who 
had tried to assassinate General de Gaulle might be able to benefit from the 
bill. He added, "That would be a bill condemning the memory of General de 
Gaulle!" The rapporteur explained that this proposal would result in 
reestablishing a form of discrimination. Mr Debre's amendment was rejected. 


Article 1 specifies the beneficiaries of career record review provided for by 
the text of the bill and establishes the period that will be taken into 
account for pension calculation. Mr Guidoni offered a Socialist parliamentary 
group amendment--signed onto by, among others, Messrs Jospin, Joxe, and 
Forni--aimed at excluding general officers who, as it was stated in the 
preamble, "took up arms against the Republic," from benefiting from the bill. 
Mr Gouzes pointed out that the Laws Committee had agreed to that amendment 
but that he personally was not going to vote for it, wanting to thus remain 
faithful to the president of the Republic's commitments. Mr Courriere, for 
his part, declared: "Reconciliation is not divisible. I call on the 
Assembly to not pass it /the amendment/." The amendment was adopted by 311 
to 86 votes, out of 397 yea and nay votes cast and 398 members voting. 


The Assembly then rejected a Communist parliamentary group amendment aimed 
at excluding the perpetrators of "blood crimes" and "acts of torture" from 
benefiting from the bill. 


Article 2 stipulates that in the event of death resulting from a capital 
punishment sentence for which amnesty has since been granted, the period 
referred to in Article 1 is that period from when an individual was stricken 
from the rolls to the age limit of the grade or the job held at the time of 
dismissal. This article will benefit parties eligible (widows, for example) 
for the benefits of the individuals in question. The Assembly rejected an 
amendment defended by Mr Foyer to eliminate this article. 


Article 4 is intended to make the preceding provisions applicable to 
government employees, military personnel, and officials able to prove that 
they did not resign or that they were stricken from the rolls or that they 
were specially dismissed solely for political reasons directly related to the 
North Africa events. The Assembly adopted a government amendment extending 
the scope of this article to persons having resigned for political reasons 
directly related to the Indochina events. 
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Article 6 is aimed at reinstating general officers--8 in number (see 

30 September issue of LE MONDE)--in the ranks in order to allow them into 

the second section reserves. The Communist and Socialist parliamentary 
groups offered identical -mendments aimed at striking this article. Mr 
Courriere emphasized: "To vote for this amendment is to completely alter 

the reconciliation intent of_the bill." The amendments to strike Article 6 
were adopted by 307 to 284 /as published/ votes, out of 391 yea and nay votes 
cast and 392 members voting. 


At the proposal of the Communist parliamentary group, the Assembly adopted 
an amendment extending the scope of the amnesty laws to sentences passed on 
resistence fighters for deeds related to activities of the Resistance. 
Finally, following the recommendation of Mr Forni, the deputies rejected a 
government amendment stipulating that a decree would determine the law's 
applicability requirements. 


The entire bill was passed by 413 to 1 votes, out of 414 yea and nay votes 
cast and with 416 members voting. 
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IRAN 


RAFSANJANI DISCUSSES IMPORTANT ISSUES WITH DOMESTIC, FOREIGN REPORTERS 


Tehran ETTELA'AT in Fersian 8 Nov 82 p 3 


[Interview with Hashemi Rafsanjani; 7 November 1982; place not specified] 





[Text] Hojjat ol-Eslam Valmoslemin Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
the Majlis speaker and the representative of the Imam 
in the Supreme Defense Council, yesterday afternoon in 
a press, radio and television interview, answered the 
questions of domestic and foreign reporters in regard 
to the war and the recent victories of the Islamic army 
in the Moharram operation. 


In response to a reporter's question about the Islamic 
Republic of Iran's conditions for ending the war he 
said: "Our conditions from the beginning have been: 
unconditional withdrawal of the Iraqi aggressors, pay- 
ment of war reparations and punishment of the aggressors 
which has been interpreted differently. 


"The aggressors who have committed this tyranny and have caused many losses 
for the Islamic world, do not deserve to rule. Their ruler's least punish- 
ment would be to be deposed. Of course it has been mentioned that if Saddam 
is deposed and an Islamic Republic is formed in Iraq, we do not want war 
reparations. This has not been stated by the Supreme Defense Council but no 


one has been opposed to it either." 


Then the speaker of the Majlis, among other things, called the Ba'thist re- 
gime of Iraq responsible for all the crimes resulting from its aggression 
on the Islamic Republic of Iran and said: "Saddam, as one of the leaders 
of this party, is responsible. These superficial changes do not satisfy us." 
Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, in response to the question of a domestic 
reporter about the results and effects of the victorious attack of the 
Islamic fighters in the Moharram operations, analyzed these operations and 
said: "Our forces started new attacks a few days ago in the sensitive areas 
of Iraq and up to this minute have informed me that they have advanced 10 
kilometers into Iraqi soil and have gained a great deal of war spoils. At 
various times we have given ultimatums that if they do not accept our just 
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conditions, we are prepared to advance as'far as Baghdad and take whatever 
action is necessary. The Moharram operation was one of the actions we 
wanted to take. With God's will, the answer to this question of yours will 
be more clear in a few days." 


One of the foreign reporters asked: "Why have Iranian forces attacked 
Iraqi soil?" The speaker of.the Majlis answered: "This is a continuation 
of the operation and is part of the plan." 





In regard to the means of collecting reparations from Iraq, he said: "We 
want this reparation from Iraq's Ba'thist party. We are not prepared to 
collect it from other countries. If some other states would like to help 
the Ba‘'th Party of Iraq, we do not object. But the reparations must be 
paid by Iraq. Certainly, we are going to open another file in this regard." 


The representative of the Imam in the Supreme Defense Council, in response 
to the question of how far the Iranian forces will advance into Iraqi soil, 
said "The answer to this question will become clear in the coming days in 
the war fronts." 


Subject of Peace 


About the subject of peace he said: "We do not use the word peace. It has 
been mentioned repeatedly that in our opinion, until the rights of Iran are 
considered, ceasing the war is impossible. As long as we have not gained 
our rights, we do not recognize any limits." | 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, about threats from the reactionary heads 
of states in the region and America said: "So far these countries have help- 
ed Iraq as much as they could. They have provided Iraq with money, arms, 
forces, and have also put their ports, propaganda facilities and their polit- 
ical votes at Iraq's disposal. I have mentioned this before and now I give 
them advice that they do not involve themselves more than this if their sins 
are to be worthy of forgiveness by our nation. If the countries of this re- 
gion want to act against us, they face a situation like Iraq. America is a 
headstrong enemy of the Islamic revolution and in connection with Iraq's 
war, America has done whatever it could against Iran. In my view, America 
does not dare enter directly in the operations and does not have enough 
force to act indirectly and we are not afraid of America." 


The speaker of the Majlis continued the interview and in response to the 
question of another foreign reporter regarding the means of dealing with the 
countries supporting Saddam and its aggression on the Islamic homeland, 
said: "Our main dealings with these countries will not be rough or of a 
military nature and if Iraq had not acted aggressively towards us, we would 
not be using arms at all. But those countries that have helped Iraq, except 
the United Arab Emirates, are considered our enemies and in this connection, 
our decisions will be based on their hostile manners. But if they change, 
we will alter our position also and besides this, we will treat them accord- 
ing to Islam." : 























One of the foreign reporters asked the opinion of the speaker of the Majlis 
in regard to the claims of the Foreign Minister of the Zionist regime about 
the aid of the occupier regime of Quds to Iran. Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi 
Rafsanjani answered: "This claim is the outrageous lie of our enemies. 
We have proved during this time that we are the enemy of Israel more than | 
any other state in the region. Whenever cne ©: “he neighboring states of 
Israel is prepared to fight Israel, we wii .. -hat country. Israel has 
always expressed its hostility toward us. They have charged that we have 
purchased the equivalent of 27 million dollars of arms from Israel. In the 
past 2 days of operation we huve gained over 1 billion dollars of war equip- 
ment from Iraq. When we have such a source of arms in Iraq we would never 
involve ourselves in purchasing 27 million dollars worth of arms from Israel. 
What Israel says is a lie and others convey it." 





Relations With the West 


One of the foreign reporters asked about the possibilities of the Islamic 
Republic establishing relations with the United States or expanded relations 
with the European countries in future years. Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi 
Rafsanjani answered: "America has directed all its poison toward us and 
its enmity and cruelty cannot be forgotten so easily. We have economic and 
political relations with Europe but we will not permit them to establish 
colonialistic relations again. If they wish, they could have healthy rela- 
tions with us. At present, France is more hostile towards us than the 
Others. It helps the aggressor regime of Iraq and Iranian fugitive ter- 
rorists more than others. It has confiscated more than 1 billion dollars 
of ours against their own court decision. It seems difficult to have close 
relations with France. Our relations with the other European countries are 
not badly strained." 


Also in this interview, one of the foreign reporters asked the speaker of 
the Majlis opinion about the successor to the Imam. Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi 
Rafsanjani answered: "My own view is not important. Our constitution says 
that if someone is acclaimed by the people like Imam Khomeyni, he will be- 
come the leader. If someone with these qualifications cannot be found, a 
group with the qualifications of religious leader will convene a council of 
leadership and the determination of this matter is the duty of the council 
of experts. We act according to the constitution. Certainly, we pray that 
our Imam remains alive for many more years." 


In responc~> to another foreign reporter's question about the export of the 
Islamic revolution he said: "We have interpreted the export of the Islamic 
revolution repeatedly. The thought of exporting the Islamic revolution 
does not belong to Iran only. We have provided propaganda and cultural 
facilities for other Islamic countries in order to use our revolution's ex- 
periences. At the world level, if the world's oppressed want to benefit 
from our anti-colonialist movement, we will support them." 


To Magnify the Tudeh Party 


Then one of the reporters asked about the propaganda plot of the imperialist 
mass media regarding the holding of some executive positions by the members 
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of the Tudeh Party. He answered: "The western countries, in order to jus- 
tify their enmity towards our revolution, falsely magnify the role of the 
Tudeh Party in order to say that to fight communism, they have to combat the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. The Tudeh Party, with its previously ugly record, 
is a defamed association, and cannot be popular in Iran. To claim they have 
influence is a lie. It is possible that they surreptitiously have influence 
somewhere, but it is probably a very weak one. But why did we not dissolve 
this party? The reason is that we tolerate parties which do not violate 

this country's regulations. Those who were suppressed were either terrorists 
or were supporting terrorism. If they were not involved in terrorism or were 
not supporting terrorism, they had a better situation in comparison to the 
Tudeh Party." He added: "As a whole, the order of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran is the order of plurality of parties and any party could be freely ac- 
tive if they observe the laws for the activities of the parties." 


The speaker of the Majlis, in regard to the position of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran toward the attack of the Kuwaiti police against Iranians residing 

in that country and the financial aid of Kuwait to the aggressor Ba'thist, 
Zionist regime of Iraq said: "We are using our efforts so that our relations 
will not be tarnished with Islamic countries, but the Kuwaiti's have acted 
undesirably up to now in their relations with us and have sent lots of help 
to Iraq. Their last act is based on cruelty and the beating of Iranian resi- 
dents in Kuwait and these actions increase our hatred towards them. Certain- 
ly we will answer them on a suitable occasion." 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, at the conclusion of this interview, in 
response to the question of one of the foreign reporters regarding corruption 
among clerics, said: "If we notice corruption, we will punish the corrupt. 
In my opinion, Iran's clerics are one of the best in the world. They are 
people who have studied laboriously and with great pain. Most are poor and 
from the deprived masses or middle class and have not been involved with 
extravagance and they serve God, the people, Islam and the deprived. Cer- 
tainly, like in the rest of the world, some corrupt people might be among 
them and these corrupt will be punished." 


9815 
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DRAFT CHIEF ANNOUNCES DETAILS OF NEW CONSCRIPTION LAW 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 14 Nov 82 p 18 
[Report by Col Razmju, chief of Department of Conscription ] 


[Text] Following the submission of the new 
conscription law to the internal affairs 
committee of the Majlis yesterday morning, Col 
Khalil Razmju, chief of the Department of 
Conscription, announced the details of the new 
conscription law and the procedure for penali- 
zing draft evaders. He expressed hope that 
after the ratification of the new law by the 
Majlis, this law will be implemented next year. 


Article 6 of the first draft of the new con- 
scription law which is presently being studied 
in the joint committee of internal affairs and 
defense affairs of the Majlis and of which 
seven Articles have been ratified, emphasizes 
that should an eligible person fail to clarify 
his service status on time, he will be deprived 
for a period of 3-10 years after his conscrip- 
tion service of such privileges and resources 
as obtaining a driver's license, recéiving any 
kind of agricultural of industrial loan or aid, 
becoming a candidate in any election for the 
councils or lawful societies, obtaining the 
original copy of educational degrees above the 
diploma, the issuance of business licenses or 
work permits, participation in cooperative 
companies, direct or indirect registrations of 
any kind of property transfer in official 
documents offices, receiving health care 
insurance booklets and regular pay from 
government and government affiliated organiza- 
tions, employment of any kind, issuance of 
passports and exit permits to leave the country. 
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The chief of the Department of Conscription of the gendarmerie 
announced the above statements and also, in connection with the 
reason for the change in the conscription law, explained in detail 
the issue of summoning those born during the period 

21 Mareh 1958-20 March 1959 as well as the content of the first 
draft of the new conscription law in regards to medical and 
supporter exemptions; the discharge of disorderly and delinquent 
soldiers from the armed forces; the punishment of draft evaders; 
the length of conscription service; the eligibility period for 
physicians, college graduates, high school graduates and other 
persons; the issue of precautionary and reserve forces; military 
service of the students of theological centers; the eligibility 
status of those who reside abroad; the use of surplus potential 
draftees over the precautionary forces in peace time in the 
Reconstruction Crusade and government offices; the drafting of 
eligible velunteers under 18 years of age as well as high school 
graduates during the period 22 November-21 December, and the 
procedures for the continuation of the education of those draftees 
who have been accepted in medical fields. 


Col Khalil Razmju, the chief of the Department of Conscription of 
the gendarmerie of the Islamic Republic of Iran, explained 
yesterday morning in a detailed interview with the ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY the important general points of the proposal 
for the new conscription law which is presently being studied in 
the internal affairs and defense affairs joint committee of the 
Majlis. 


The Reasons for the Change in the Conscription Law 


First, in response to the question of what motivated the change 
in the conscription law, Colonel Razmju said: 


As we know, the present conscription law was ratified curing the 
period 21 March 1971-20 March 1972 and contains 66 articles. One 
of the major shortcomings of this law is a lack of implementary 
guarantees in dealing with the issue of draft evasion. 


For instance, if a draftee evades the draft in peace time, but 
later presents himself to the Department of Conscription and is 
then drafted and, provided his commanders are satisfied with him 
at the end of two years of service, he will be pardoned, but if 
his service is not satisfactory, he will be sent before the 
Justice Department in accordance with the law. 


Previously, the Justice Department would sentence him to a few 
months in prison, which could be bought back for 5,001 rials. 
Naturally, such persons would buy back their draft evasion 
sentences for a mere 5,000 rials. 
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The lack of the necessary implementation guarantee in the 
conscription law resulted in a number of affluent individuals 
refusing to present themselves on time to the Department of 
Conscription and the gendarmerie regiments throughout the country. 
Therefore, this Department was forced to call those born during 
the period 21 March 1958-20 March 1959, who were previously 
exempt through the exemption law. As we know, most of those born 
during the period 21 March 1958-20 March 1959 had wives and chil- 
dren or were working in government organizations, the private 
sector or factories. Calling them to service caused some degree 
of stagnation in various .areas of production and implementary 
affairs. 


Use of Privileges of Military Service 
The chief of the Department of Conscription added: 


As a first step in changing the articles of the existing conscrip- 
tion law, numerous committees were formed wiht the cooperation of 
various organzations, in which this important issue was 
emphasized. "If a potential draftee does not report to the 
Department of Conscription in order to clarify his military 
service status, or if he should refuse to serve in the military 

of the regime of the Islamic Republic, the government shall have 
no responsibility for such persons in regards to providing social 
services and privileges." Only those will be able to benefit from 
the resources, privileges and blessings of the Islamic Republic 
who respect the laws of the country and have done their military 
service. 


On the basis of this idea, the Department of Conscription 
prepared 10 amendatory articles to the conscription law which was 
ratified during the period 21 March 1971-20 March 1972 and 
offered them to the defense affairs committee. The dear brother 
members of this committee, based on their belief in a fundamental 
change in the conscription law, prepared and devised the first 
draft of a new law consisting of 7 Chapters and 70 Articles, with 
consideration for the 10 proposed amendatory Articles as well as 
emphasis on the general goal of the Islamic Republic of Iran that 
no one should unjustly be exempted from military service and with 
the signature of 20 representative brothers, submitted it to the 
Majlis. Concurrent with the drafting of this proposal, the 
Department of Conscription, in order to ensure that the articles 
of the above-mentioned law conformed to the implementary affairs 
and on the basis of the seven chapters with emphasis on the 
general lines of the law drafted by the defense affairs law, 
prepared in 88 articles, a first draft of the new conscription 
law with the help of other interested organizations, such as the 
headquarters of the joint armed forces of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, the Guards Corps and the Islamic revolution committees, 
which was submitted to the above-mentioned committee. 
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Studying the New Law 


Presently, the laws proposed by the defense affairs and the 
Department of Conscription which are different in wording and 
implementary procedure alone, have been studied by the joint 
internal affairs and defense affairs committee of the Majlis. In 
the first session of this committee, held on Wednesday, 

10 November of this year, seven articles of the new conscription 
law were ratified. It is expected that at the present procedural 
rate of the weekly sessions of the smmittee, God willing, the 
above-mentioned law shall soon be offered to the open session of 
the Majlis and upon its ratification by the Majlis, it shall be 


The important general points of the proposed new conscription law 
and added: The proposal for the new conscription law contains 
seven chapters as follows: 


(1) Generalities, (2) Summoning, (3) Investigation, (4) Exemptions 
(support, medical, educational), (5) Military Training, Ranks, 
Salaries, and Benefits, (6) Calling up in the Precautionary and 
Reserve Stages, (7) Draft Evasion, Punishments, and Fines 


The Issue of Draft Evaders 


This law will, in effect, put an end the issue of draft evaders 
and the implementary guarantee is based on the principle that if 
the draft evaders have not clarified their service status, they 
can no longer enjoy a series of social privileges and services. 
In this connection, we read in Article 6 of the new conscription 
law, which was ratified through Article 7 by the joint internal 
affairs and defense affairs committee of the Majlis last 
Wednesday. 


Implementation of the following in regards to draftees shall 
require the presentation of documents from the Department of 
Conscription stating that their draft eligibility has been 
considered and a photocopy of the document presented shall be 
required as part of the file. 


A. Participation in drivers' tests and obtaining licenses. 


B. Obtaining any sort of agricultural or industrial loans or 
aid. : 7 


C. Becoming a candidate for any election (councils or lawful 
societies). 


D. Obtaining the original copy of educational certificates or 
degrees above the high school diploma. 
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E. Issuance of business permits and work permits and membership 
in cooperative companies. 


F. Registration of any sort of property transfer, directly or 
indirectly, in official registration offices. 


G. Receiving health care insurance booklets and regular pay from 
government and government affiliated organizations. 


H. Employment of any kind. 
I. Issuance of passports and exit permits to leave the country. 


In this way, if an eligible draftee refuses to clarify, as soon as 
possible, his service status, he will be subject to such 
disentitlements. If at the time the Department of Conscription 
calls him, he does not present himself, but presents himself and 
does his military service later, depending on the circumstances 
and wnether it is war or peace time, he will be subject to such 
disentitlements anywhere from 3-10 years, just as would a draft 
evader, even if he has done his military service. 


Details of the Issue of Supporters 
The chief of the Department of Conscription then explained the 
issue of guardianship exemptions in the new proposed law and 
said: Since, during the time of the wretched past regime, more 
attention was paid to the material aspects in devising the 
conscription law ratified during the period 21 March 1971- 

20 March 1972, again, more attention was paid to the material 
aspects. But, in devising the new law, the spiritual and humane 
aspects have been given priority. Hence, in the new conscription 
law of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the various kinds of support 
have been limited and only the following persons shall be given 
support exemptions: 


A. The sole male offering of a father or mother over 60 years 
of age. 


B. The sole caretaker and supporter of a father or mother, 
Sister or brother, or paternal or maternal grandfather or grand- 
mother, who are totally disabled and require constant care. 


C. The sole guardian of a minor sister or brother. 


However, if a draftee is called to serve whose family claims that 
his leaving the family will cause difficulty in regards to 
sustenance, their claim shall be studied by the committees of the 
Department of Conscription and with consideration for the circum- 
stances of time and place and the number of dependents, a sum not 
to exceed the minimum retirement pay for government employees 
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shall be paid to those who claim to be dependents and the draftee 
will be sent into service. 


The Issue of Medical Exemptions 


The chief of the Department of Conscription then explained the 
procedure for studying the status of applicants for medical 
exemptions under the new conscription law and said: At the time 
the draftees are called to service, a number of people, justi- 
fiably of unjustafiably, request medical exemptions. The medical 
committee of the Department of Conscription examines 250 persons 
dialy. Since in this connection, a large number of people have 
received medical exemptions, justifiably or unjustifiably, the 
law stipulates that those whose illness would not prevent them 
from non-combat work must be called to serve in the services 
group. For instance, below normal vision, or being flat-footed 
or a few centimeters short, as well as many disabilities which 
are presently reasons for exemption will not be considered a 
hindrance to military service in the future. And although in the 
proposal and the first draft of the law, it has not been 
specified officially, I personally as the head of the Department 
of Conscription propose to the honorable representative brothers 
of the Majlis that in order to prevent the possibility of some 
individuals serving in the services group for no justifiable 
reason and to ensure that the people who are truly disabled serve 
in this group, since their service is in any case lighter than 
that of other conscripts in the combative group, the service of 
such individuals in the services group should be set at a period 
of three months. 


Discharge of Delinquent Soldiers 


The ehief of the Department of Conscription referred to one of the 
special points in the ‘new conscription law and added: Another 
special issue which has been anticipated in the first draft of 

the conscription law is the issue of the discharge from the armed 
forces of the Islamic Republic. of Iran of disorderly. and 
delinquent soldiers who lack the required moral and security 
competence. According to the present law, none of the forces are 
allowed to discharge conscripts unless by court order. However, 
this law anticipates that conscripts may also be dismissed, the 
same as cadre personnel whose competence is investigated by 
certain committees and may be discharged. Of course, if a soldier 
is so discharged from the armed services, no document shall be 
given to him and after seven years from the date of his discharge, 
he shall be issued a card stating that he has been denied the 
opportunity to serve, which will bring upon him very unpleasant 
consequences in the society. 


Also, before being drafted, if an eligible draftee is proven to 
lack moral and security competence, he will be denied service as 
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a conscript, which is a sacred service. After a few years, he 
will be given a card stating that he has been denied the opportu- 
nity to serve. Of course, during this period before this indi- 
vidual has received this card, because his military service 
status is still unclear, he will be deprived of the privileges 
and benefits mentioned in Article 6 of the conscription law. 


Procedures in Response to the New Law 


The chief of the cepartment of Conscription then said in regards 
to the procedures of the new laws in dealing wiht those who 
employ draftees: 


In accordance with Article 86 of the first draft of the new 
conscription law, the employer or employees of draft evaders who 
are in the employ of the government shall be condemned by a ruling 
of competent authorities for the first offense to a deduction of 
half their salaries from six months to one year and in case of 
repetition, their employment shall be terminated. Those who are 
not in government employ, after being investigated by a proper 
court, shall be sentenced to six months to two years in prison or 
their place of business shall be closed down from six months to 
two years. 


Term of Military Service 


Colonel Razmju then said in response to a question concerning the 
term of military service and the term of precautionary force and 
reserves as determined in the new law: In the new law, the term 
for military service shall be two years. Those 18 years of age 
who are called to service must present themselves to the Depart- 
ment of Conscription and shall be drafted at the age of 19. 

After 2 years of compulsory service, they shall be in the 
precautionary force for 8 months and 10 years in the primary 
reserves and 10 years in the secondary reserves. The conscription 
law shall include all Iranian males up to the age of 50. 


The chief of the Department of Conscription then responded to the 
question: How long is the term of military service at the present 
time and until what age are physicians, college graduates, high 
school graduates, and others considered eligible for the draft at 
the present time? 


He said: At the present time, the term for military service is 
one and a half years, which with the six months precautionary 
period in wartime actually consists of two years. 


Also, physicians born from 21 March 1949, college grdduates born 
from 21 March 1955, high school graduates born from 21 March 1959 
to 20 March 1964 are considered eligible for the draft. 3 








Of course, it should be explained that for those individuals who 
have thus far been in various educational stages and who have 
received a card stating that they were a surplus to the needs, 
their exemptions will remain valid. 


Persons Exempted from the Precautionary Force 


Colonel Razmju then said in regards to the exemption of any 
special group from the precautionary and reserve beicintetar when they 
are called to service: 


In the conscription law, a number of special individuals such as 
ministers through to the rank of director general, religious 
judges who are permitted to practice relisious jurisprudence or 
issue religious decrees, including sources of emulation, students, 
high ranking religious scholars, religious minorities, and 
several other strata are exempted from the period of service in 
the precautionary forces. However, in the new conscription law, 
this important issue is conferred upon the commander-in-chief of 
the armed forces. In this connection, upon the proposal of the 
Supreme Council for Defense and with the approval of the 
commander-in-chief of the armed forces, an individual, indivi- 
duals, a particular class or classes will not be called to | 
service. 


The chief of the Department of Conscription then said in regards 
to the procedure for the conscripted service of theological 
students: 


At the present time, only those theological students are exempted 
from military service who have entered the theological schools 
before the age of eligibility for the draft and who have also 
been approved by the directing council of the theological center. 
This group may continue their education up to 28 years of age and 
they shall be called to service afterwards. However, if they 
want to enter the theological schools after they have become a 
full 18 years of age, they must first complete their military 
service before beginning their studies. 


Hence, such individuals are not legally allowed to enter theolo- 
gical schools. 


Draft Eligibility Status of Students of Theological Centers 
Colonel Razmju also added: 


The students of theological centers who have been engaged in study 
before the age of 18 shall be eligible for the draft at the age 
of 28. 
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Their military ranks shall be determined in accordance with the 
evaluations of their educational status by the directing council 
of the theological centers. 


They shall serve as officers, non-commissioned officers or 
soldiers in accordance with théir educational degrees--doctorate, 
bachelor's degree or diploma. 


The chief of the Department of Conscription then said in regards 
to the eligibility for the draft of individuals who are abroad: 


At the present time and in accordance with the conscription law 
ratified during the period 21 March 1971-20 March 1972, those 
eligible for the draft may apply for supporter or medical 
exemptions from the consulates and embassies. Interestingly, all 
applicants have thus far been exempted and there has not been 

even one case in which a person has retured to go to service. The 
new law makes a provision for the investigation of the situation 
of all those eligible for the draft inside or outside the country 
and for persons who are eligible to return to the country. The’ 
embassies shall no longer play a role in this connection. 


Drafting 15-Year-Olds Who Meet the Requirements 


The chief of the Department of Conscription then said in connec- 
tion with the procedure for drafting individuals who are under 

18 years of age to military service: Presently, persons are 
drafted who are a full 18 years of age. However, the new law 
provides for the eligibility of volunteers for service who are ea 
full 15 years of age and who have the physical and mental ability 
to serve in the military, in which case, the Department of 
Conscription shall accept such individuals into service. 


Colonel Razmju then said in regards to the draftees with high 
school diplomas who will be drafted during the period 22 November- 
21 December: 


According to the past procedures, the eligible draftees are 
usually drafted into service during the period 23 September- 

22 October. However, this year, since it was announced that the 
entrance examinations for medical schools will be held during the 
period 23 October-21 November, we have postponed the drafting of 
those eligible for the draft until 11 December of this year in 
order for those who intend to take part in the examinations to 
prepare themselves and use this opportunity to continue their 
education at the university. But, since most probably, the 
results of the examination will be announced after 11 December, 
which is the date set for drafting of those eligible for the , 
draft, the necessary coordination has been made with the Ministry 
of Culture and Higher Education for a person who has been drafted 
and whose name has appeared among those admitted to the medical 
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field to be released immediately upon presenting a certificate 
from the Ministry of Culture and Higher Education to continue his 
education and his period of service shall be counted toward part 
of his military service. 


But if a person eligible for the draft is not drafted by 

11 December of this year and has not obtained his papers of 
readiness to serve, even if hé is admitted to the medical school 
examination, he shall be considered a draft evader by the 
Department of Conscription and shall not be given the right to 
enter the university. : 
He asked the high school graduates who are eligible for the draft 
to report to the Department of Conscription as soon as possible, 
if they have not yet done so, and receive the papers of their 
readiness to serve. 


In the New Law, We Shall Not Have Exemptions for Surplus Needs 


Colonel Razmju then said in regards to exemptions for surplus 
needs in peace time: 


In the new conscription law, no one shall be issued a card of 
surplus needs. If in peace time, the number of the draftees 
exceeds the needs of the armed forces, the surplus draftees shall 
be sent to work in the Reconstruction Crusade or the government 
offices or organizations. In the future, we shall have no such 
exemption. 


In conclusion, the chief of the Department of Conscription asked 
the mass media, especially the Voice and Vision of the Islamic 
Republic, to cooperate with the Department of Conscription in 
reporting the communiques and the laws of the Department of 
Conscription and to inform the heroic people of Iran, since the 
issue of military service is more or less a general issue in the 
society, one which affects all Iranian families in one way or 
another. 


10,000 
CSO: 4640/63 
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ENVOY DISCUSSES KHOMEYNI'S GULF, WAR, INTERNAL POLICIES 


Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German No 45, 8 Nov 82 pp 156, 157, 162, 164, 165, 167, 
169, 172, 173, 175 





[Interview with Sadeq Tabataba'i, Khomeyni's special ambassador to Bonn] 


[Text] Already during Khomeyni's exile in Paris, Sadeq 
Tabataba'i was among the ayatollah's closest advisers. After 
the triumph of the revolution the now 39-year-old Tabataba'i, 
who was educated at German universities, has a PhD in 
biochemistry and before the revolution lived in Germany for 
some years, was entrusted with high government posts. In 
the Basargan government he was deputy minister of the 
interior, government spokesman and deputy prime minister, 

and from November 1979 to September 1980 he was provisional 
head of government. After the outbreak of the war with Iraq, 
Tabataba'i, who is related to Khomeyni as the brother-in-law 
of his son Ahmed, became Khomeyni's special envoy. As re- 
presentatives of the newly formed Defense Council, consisting 
of the president of the country, the prime minister, the 
foreign minister, the minister of defense, the chief of the 
General Staff and two representatives of Khomeyni, he main- 
tains contact with foreign countries, particularly with the 
Western countries supplying Iran with arms. 


SPIEGEL: Mr Tabataba'i, the armies of your country are standing at the bor- 
ders of Iraq and in part have crossed them. The Arab world is afraid that 
Iraq may collapse under this attack, with dangerous consequences for the 
whole area from Oman to Lebanon. What would happen after a victory over Iraq? 


Tabataba'i: Iran has no territorial interests whatever either in any Iraqi 
territory or the territory of any other neighboring country. But Iraq started 
the war, suddenly attacking our borders in the air, on the ground and at sea 
with more than 14 divisions. In our eyes it therefore remains the aggressor, 
even though in the meantime we have militarily crossed the border between the 
two countries for defensive purposes. 


SPIEGEL: It looks like the Iraqis miscalculated completely.... 
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Tabataba‘i: Yes; they thought they would be atle to conquer Khuzistan in the 
first week, Tehran in the second, and the rest of Iran in the third. They 
thought that the internal political situation in Iran would make it easy for 
Iraq to triumph, with the result thac one would then no longer have to cope 
with an Islamically motivated revolution in the Middle East. 


SPIEGFL: Now the opposite appears to be happening. 


Tabataba‘i: It turned out that the Iranian defense system was better than 
the Iraqis had thought--not only they but also a great many Western politi- 
cians and journalists. I remember a report by the London Institute for Stra- 
tegic Studies which stated that Iran could survive no more than 6 or 8 weeks. 
Now 2 years of war are behind us. I repeat: We have no kind of territorial 
interests. 


SPIEGEL: But surely you would occupy Iraq if it surrendered? 


Tabataba‘i: Since we have no territorial interests, we do not dream of oc-_ 
cupying Iraq. The aggressor Saddam Husayn shall go back where he came from. 
We want him to surrender.... 


SPIEGEL: ...and be overthrown? 


Tabataba'i: That too, but that is not the primary aim. The war has inflicted 
billions’ worth of damage on us. That we cannot ignore, particularly as not 
only Iraq but other countries with greater military potential are neighbors 

of ours. 


SPIEGEL: You mean they might be tempted to behave toward you like Iraq? 


Tabataba'i: I hope not, nor do I want to impute such a thing to any of these 
countries, but I do not rule out the possibility of someone acting in accord- 
ance with the slogan, "Let us invade; a couple of years later we will be kicked 
out, but then we will simply forget the whole thing." That is out. 


SPIEGEL: How are you faring with the export of your Islamic revolution to 
the Gulf states? 


Tabataba'i: We do not want to expand our power either politically or mili- 
tarily. But we cannot prevent the population of the Gulf states--in which 
the broad masses of the populace are suffering from an unjust rule--from 
lining up against its oppressors. We can understand that: Because what hap- 
pens, for instance, in Saudi Arabia or the other Arab countries--the pressure 
being exercised on the population from above--in fact caused the Iranian 
population in its own country to assume power itself. 


SPIEGEL: Is it possible for Iran, and is it its desire, to promote revolu- 
tionary processes in these countries? 


Tabataba'i: That is universally the right and practice of any ideologically 
based revolution which demands the liberation of people from foreign powers 
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and their participation in the decisions affecting their destiny. It is the 
right.of any politicians espousing such ideas everywhere in the world. That 
is particularly true as regards the Islamic revolution because it denies any 
absolute power except the divine one, and assigns this power only to society 
as the sole representative of God--not, for example, to an elite. 


SPIEGEL: But Iran itself by no means concedes to others the right to inter- 
fere in its internal affairs. 


Tabataba'i: What I described as a right must not be confused with the right 
or wrong of interfering in theinternal affairs of other countries. If, for 
example, you take measures against the government of Poland because you re- 
gard the demands of the freedom movement of the workers and its organization 
Solidairty as humane and just, you too do not want those countermeasures to 
be described as interference in Poland's internal affairs. 


SPIEGEL: The comparison seems yery farfetched. 


Tabataba'i: By no means. But apart from that, we have common interests and 
a common destiny with the Muslims of the whole world and particularly with © 
the Muslims of the Arab and Middle Eastern countries. What ties us together 
is far greater than what separates us, such as the religious disputes between 
Sunnites and Shiites. 


SPIEGEL: Many Arabs see this quite differently. They are indignant about 
the appeals spread by Radio Tehran in Arabic calling on thepopulace of Saudi 
Arabia to rise against its rulers. 


Tabataba'i: Of course, the Saudi Government is not pleased if we lend prop- 
aganda support to a just movement by the broad masses against the autocracy 
and against the exercise of absolute power favoring the interests of the 
family of the Saudi rulers. 


SPIEGEL: Broad masses in Saudi Arabia? Your Shiite coreligionists, who lis- 
ten to you, clearly are a small minority, are they not? 


Tabataba'i: I mean here of course not the interests of the Muslims of the 
Shiite school but the political demands of the entire Islamic people. We 
have to keep separate the interests of the needy masses and those of the 
leadership stratum. 


SPIEGEL: There are no need masses in the Gulf states, though. Among all 
strata there is fear of your revolution. A member of the Jordanian Govern- 
ment has told us: If the Shiites attack the Sunnites, there will be an 
enormous holocaust. 


Tabataba'i: I am not surprised that he is afraid of such a thing. What he is 
concerned about, of course, is his own person, not the masses. And how do you 
get from the fears of a member ofthe Jordanian Government to those of all | 
Shiites of the Gulf states? 
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SPIEGEL: Let us ask you in turn; How do you know so well what the Arab 
masses want? The concerns of the populace in Egypt or in Saudi Arabia, for 
example, surely are totally different. 


Tabataba'i: It goes without saying that there are differences of interests 
due to geopolitical, geographic and in part cultural factors. Beyond that, 
however, there are a great many common interests--for example, liberation from 
the superpowers in East and West, liberation from oppression. Do you mean 

to say, for instance, that the enlightened broad masses in Egypt are glad to 
put up with what is going on in the Egyptian leadership? 


SPIEGEL: If the living conditions of the Egyptians were better, they would 
be criticizing their government less. 


Tabataba'i: That is where we part company. You say that material well-being 
means to forego ideas and ideals. Let me tell you: This is not the case with 
an Islamically motivated person. Iran offers a good example of this. The 
resistance in Afghanistan is another instance. 


SPIEGEL: But Islamically motivated persons are not wholly indifferent toward 
material objectives either, are they? For a couple of years now, such per- 
sons have been firing at the Gulf also because of extremely worldly interests. . 
The Iranians have destroyed Iraqi oil installations; the Iraqis, for example, 
have bombed the Iranian Gulf Island of Kharg, the biggest oil shipment place 
in Iran. 


Tabataba'i: First, it is not the people of these countries--whom I meant-- 
but the Iraqi leadership that started the war. And it is the Iranian leader- 
ship, supported by the Muslim people of both countries, that is speci its 
rights, its ideas and its country. 


Secondly, Kharg was hit by missiles, not by bombs, involving Egyptian pilots 
and Egyptian materiel. 


SPIEGEL: Do you have proof of that? 


Tabataba'i: Our Military Council has proof enough. A missile leaves traces 
when it is fired and reaches its target. Moreover we also know that the Iraqi 
Army was reorganized on Egyptian lines and by Egyptian experts--after we had 
reached the upper hand and had thrown it out of Khuzistan, particularly the 
port of Khorramshahr, by military forces. 


SPIEGEL: What you are saying only confirms our point of view. The Arabs 
helped the Iraqis and the Iranians, in a countermove as it were, issued the 
slogan "Peoples on the Gulf, arise!" 


Tabataba'i: Certainly. The Iraqi Government is combining with the governments 
of the Arab world--of course, there are exceptions, such as Syria or Algeria-- 
and receives support from it. We, on the other hand, combine with the peoples 
of these countries, for they have things in common with us and our revolu- 

tion and are opposed to their governments. 
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SPTEGEL: If feudal states such as Saudi Arabia or Jordan, which do not exactly 
care for the socialist regime of Saddam Husayn, lend massive assistance to 
Iraq, this surely shows how great their fear is of you. Presumably they 

would not do so otherwise. 





Tabataba'i: Of course. And if a statesman becomes afraid of the message of 
our revolution ("the masses have the say"), that is all right with me. It 
does not bother me. The very existence of the Islamic revolution in Iran 
arouses fear among the political leaders of the Islamic world. They try to 
win over the Muslim masses through psychological warfare--for example, mani- 
pulated news. 


And, as I have said, there are common Muslim interests which have nothing to 
do with the Sunnite or Shiite persuasion but simply concern all Muslims the 
world over and thetr destinies. 


SPIEGEL: But all Muslims the world over do not have the same interests any 
more than all Christians, for example. The Muslims of Iraq, for instance, 
are interested in conquering the Iranian Province of Khuzistan, and the Iran- 
ian Muslims were interested in not being deprived of Khuzistan. 


Tabataba'i: By equating the government in Baghdad with the Iraqi people you 
reach #rroneous conclusions. You assume that the Iraqi leadership is an 
Islamic leadership and enjoys the support of its people. In fact, an atheistic 
party rules in Baghdad. What the government there has done in the course of 
history amply demonstrates that this cannot be reconciled in any way with the 
religious interest and the good will of the Iraqi people but has been fought 
all along by the people with every available means. 


SPIEGEL: All right, let us take the Saudi Arabian Government. It certainly 
is not atheistic but orthodox Muslim. Evidently, however, it does not have 
the same interests as you. 


Tabataba'i: Of course, if you see things that way nevertheless and do not 
want to keep separate the interests of the peoples and of the government, the 
shah too, though he described himself as a Muslim faithful, was fought by the 
Muslim people of Iran. 


SPIEGEL: The Muslim states--and presumably also the peoples--on the Gulf today 
are united primarily by one thing: concern over the militant tone of the 
Iranians, who have announced for example that they intend to march via Baghdad 
to Jerusalem. Surely that would mean violating many Arab borders, which is 
something the Arabs would never put up with, as they stated clearly at their ' 
summit in Fez. 


Tabataba'i: The way to Jerusalem via Baghdad does not mean anything but the 
just liberation of Palestine, which from 1948 until today has received the 
public support of all Arab leaders. The more they dissociate themse:wves from 
the realization of this wish, the more they have been alienated f~>m, the 
more they have been fought by, their own people. 
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SPIEGEL: But surely it is not at all realistic to assume that the Iranian 
armies, for instance, might be able to march through Iraq and Jordan to Jeru- 
salem. 


Tabataba'i: Between what is considered possible or impossible and the ideal 
concept there is always a wide gap. And that is the way it should be. Never- 
theless one must have a clear view of one's aim based on the foundations of 
faith and ideology. One need not try to reach it from one day to the next 
through overhasty measures. 


SPIEGEL: Among the Arabs, the majority of whom are Sunnites, there exists the 
fear of perhaps being forcibly converted by the Iranian Shiites. In Iraq 

the Arabs have also resisted the religious missionary zeal of your revolution. 
Sudan is sending troops, and Jordan, Saudi Arabia and Egypt are helping Iraq. 


Tabataba'i: First, you keep making the same mistakes, basing your views on 
the political leaderships and their power interests, whereas I base my views 
on the peoples and the differences between them and their rulers and the 
rulers’ interests, which differ greatly from the interests of those ruled. 


Secondly, your argument that the Sunnites of the Islamic world are afraid of 
being overwhelmed by the Shiites and coming under Shiite rule lacks force. 
There are quite a number of Sunnites in Iran itself. Just ask them whether 
they are being discriminated against, oppressed or forcibly converted. 


SPIEGEL: Iran, for example, was not behind the coup attempt in the Gulf State 
of Bahrain? 


Tabataba'i: In no way. 


SPIEGEL: Doesn't there exist in Iran a so-called liberation front for the 
Gulf? 


Tabataba'i: No. 


SPIEGEL: The warriors of that front allegedly are being trained in two camps 
south of Tehran. 


Tabataba'i: No, such camps do not exist. There is merely a department in 

the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs which conducts exchange of information 
with, and renders assistance to, the liberation organizations, particularly 
those to which we are obligated from the time of the fight against the shah. 


SPIEGEL: The Arabs help Iraq, you help the liberation movements. Who helps 
Iran? : 


Tabataba'i: I have already told you that we rely more on the peoples. Diplo- 
matic relations we entertain with all countries except the United States, 
Israel, South Africa and Egypt. 


SPIEGEL: There is an aid agreement with North Korea, for example. 
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Tabataba'i: Yes, we haye treaties not only with North Korea but with various 
European countries--with Italy, the Scandinavian countries and the Federal 
Republic, for instance. But such military assistance as is being rendered to 
Iraq, for instance, by King Husayn of Jordan, the Saudi leadership, Egypt or 
Sudan we do not depend on, because behind our army stands the whole people 
with all the means at its disposal and all its strength. 


If we had. received the military aid we could employ, the war would of course 
have been over long since. You know that almost 80 percent of the Iranian 
armament is of U.S. origin. Thus there was the need, notwithstanding all the 
problems and regard for the revolutionary principles, to procure replacements 
from Western stores. 


SPIEGEL: To buy from the Americans, in other words? 


Tabataba'i: No, there is the embargo against us, and it would not correspond 
to our foreign volicy. But there also exists production under license in the 
West and outside the West. 


SPIEGEL: If you cannot obtain the arms from the United States direct, you are 
perhaps getting them from Israel? 


Tabataba'i: The shah made massive purchases of arms in Israel. Many billions 
were invested in that. 


SPIEGEL: Are the arms still lying in Israeli depots? 


Tabataba'i: I don't know where they are lying; I do know that they never ar- 
rived in Iran and that we did not request them either. 


SPIEGEL: Israel would not have delivered anything to you? 


Tabataba'i: It really is quite ridiculous to assume or to maintain that for 
a few million dollars we received, for instance, a few tires for Phantoms or 
a few screws from Israel--in light of the amount of what was purchased at 

the time and the amount of the Iranian credit balance in Israel--funds we 

forwent because of political and moral principles of the Islamic revolution. 
This propaganda is purposely being conducted to discredit our revolution and 
our politics among the Arab and Islamic peoples. 3 


SPIEGEL: You won't need just a few screws but probably will need a great 
many. Did not your evil shah, by arming the Iranian Army so powerfully, save 
post mortem, as it were, the Islamic revolution which overthrew him? 


Tabataba'i: It certainly was not the shah's intention to help the revolution 
directed against him. After all, these armaments were also employed against 
him and such comrades of his as Saddam Husayn. Moreover the arms are not what 
counts. 


What counts is morale, the fighting spirit and the idea for which one fights. 

Just take the reconquering of Khorramshahr. We were able to oppose more than 

20,000 superbly equipped Iraqi soldiers with not even 5 tanks. Nevertheless, 

our fighters threw out this highly armed enemy and took 18,000 of its soldiers 
and mercenaries prisoner. 
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We constantly face the problem of procuring armaments from the Wester camp, 
and that has been extremely difficult. The Federal Republic follows the 
principle "No arms for areas of tension," which I find very hard to understand. 


SPIEGEL: As if the Gulf region were not an area of tension any longer! 


Tabataba’i: It is not the principle but the differing execution and inter- 
pretation that I fail to understand. Nor do I understand the many other 
European countries which have refused us for political reasons. For that 
reason Iran was forced to procure arms via abnormal routes and in part at in- 


flated prices. 
SPIEGEL: Did you personally have a hand in that? 


Tabataba'i: I am no armament expert, but I participated in smoothing the 
political ways for procuring armaments. 


SPIEGEL: Can you give an example? 


Tabataba'i: I will cite the example of what happened in the German Federal 
Republic; I don't care whether or not this pleases some politicdans here. 

You know that from the time before the revolution we had contracts concerning 
the construction of submarines at HDW in Kiel.* 


These contracts were canceled after the revolution. Many political talks were 
necessary to make new arrangements and restore the old contract situation. 
I played.a successful role in that. Do you want further examples? 


SPIEGEL: Please. 


Tabataba'i: Italy, as a result of the embargo, held back numerous helicopters 
that had already been purchased by us. Action on my part and talks conducted 
by me resulted in these helicopters being delivered. 


But’ there were some not so nice things as well--for instance, a purchase of 
tanks Iran had made from a Swiss company which never reached their destina- 


tion. 


There are two versions concerning this. One is that there never were any 
tanks at all which were to be delivered, despite the fact that we had re- 
ceived the shipping and transshipment papers and even the insurance contract 
of a well-known company recognized worldwide and, in accordance with the con- 
tract, had made a deposit of 70 percent of the purchase price. 


The second version is that the merchandise was sold twice, once to Iran and 
once via blackmarket dealers to Iraq. 





*In 1978 the shah ordered from the Howaldtswerken-Deutsche Werft (HDW) 6 sub- 
maries of class 209 (56 meters long, 6 meters wide, 1,400 tons' displacement, 
crew of 35) to a total value cf about DM 1 billion. According to information 
received from HDW, "there have been talks" about the order "in the past few 
years which have not been concluded as yet." 
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SPIEGEL: What did you accomplish in this matter? 


Tabataba'i: My accomplishment was that by enlisting the Swiss Government 

and with the help of the Office of the Attorney General in Switzerland we 

got back most of our money--the contract amounting to as much as 67 million 
dollars. The prosecution and investigations into this matter are still going 
on. 


SPIEGEL: How many tanks were you supposed to get for the money? 
Tabataba‘'i: A total of 50 U.S. tanks plus spares. 
SPIEGEL: Not also technical support? 


Tabataba'i: We do not need any mercenaries. We have excellent potential and 
above-average expert personnel in every armament field. 


SPIEGEL: Have you also received arms from the Soviet Union? 


Tabataba'i: Not a single screw, as far as I know. This does not mean that 
we have not procured Soviet small artillery from the Eastern bloc. 


SPIEGEL: How many Soviet arms have you received from Syria? 
Tabataba'i: About that I cannot tell you anything. 


SPIEGEL: Would the Soviet Union not be bound to be interested in helping out 
its markedly anti-Western neighbor Iran in such a difficult situation? 


Tabataba'I: The Soviet Union cannot be interested in a powerful and inde- 
pendent Iranian Islamic Republic, not only for purely military reasons but 
for cultural and geopolitical ones, as well as because of its grand illusion 
of wanting to wash its hands on the Gulf. 


SPIEGEL: And because of the Muslims in its own country? 


Tabataba'i: Yes, there are more than 60 milldon Muslims who live there and 
have very close cultural, historical and religious ties with Iran and listen 
to Iranian broadcasts every day. They are located primarily on the borders 
with Iran, Afghanistan and Turkey. 


SPIEGEL: The two superpowers, the capitalist United States and the Atheistic 
Soviet Union, are they, in the view of your Islamic Revolution and to use 
your language, in fact equally big Satans? 


Tabataba'i: A couple of weeks ago there was the International Fair in Tehran. 
The Russians too had some booths there. They had many visitors the first day, 
surprising a great many Russians. Shortly thereafter there developed a poli- 
tical demonstration against the Soviet Union demanding that it withdraw 

from Afghanistan--a typical Iranian political demonstration with a banner read- 
ing: "The Americans are worse than the British the British are worse than the 
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Americans, the Russians are worse than either." Such a slogan of course does 
not refer to the peoples. 


SPIEGEL: It is as simple as that? 


Tabataba'i: No, we must not forget that at least from 1953 and then again 
until the revolution Iran more or less constituted a U.S. settlement, that 
the shah and his retinue were pawns of U.S. foreign policy in Iran. There 

is no doubt about that. Therefore the Iranians felt the oppression by the 
Americans particularly keenly. But this does not mean that our people do not 
also feel the pressure being opposed by our Afghan brethren. 


SPIEGEL: Do you see any possibilities of your country, after the end of the 
Gulf war, orienting itself again economically toward the West and embarking 
on new joint industrial projects, though on a more modest scale than during 
the times of the shah? 


Tabataba'i: We need not wait until the end of the war for that. Economic 
cooperation in 1982 has already expanded enormously compared with 1981. New 
agreements have been concluded. We are not only interested in progressive 
technology but depend on it for meeting our needs. 


SPIEGEL: Under the current system, is it out of the question for Iranian 
companies to obtain shares in Western companies as used to happen at the 
time of the shah? 


Tabataba'I: In principle such things are not out of the question. We did not 
sell Krupp, we did not sell Babcock. What is really required to meet our 
country's needs is done--without regard to Soviet interests and without regard 
to U.S. interests. 


SPIEGEL: For that you need foreign currency from oil income. If nothing else, 
the Iraqi air attacks have managed to shake Western companies. The insurance 
premiums for tankers went up. The Iranians then established an insurance of 
their own.... 


Tabataba'i: ...That was a purely political decision. Sure, two ships were 
sunk. Thereupon the gentlemen of Lloyd's thought they could raise the in- 
surance premiums, by 7.5 percent and more, and the Iraqis thought their dumb 
slogan "No oil from Iran" would be put up with, would have a great effect. 


Thereupon Iran went in at once saying, "All right we will pay the difference 
and assume the insurance ourselves," and deposited half a billion dollars as 

a guarantee with foreign banks. Immediately thereafter the insurance premiums 
went down again, and the oil continued to flow. 


SPIEGEL: Evidently you think that you will make up all these expenses the 

day you win the war against Iraq. Do you, however, really figure that Iran 
will ever get the kind of war reparations it is demanding? Surely the sum 

of 150 billion dollars is so large that one can suppose that whoever makes 

such a demand does not really expect it to be met. 
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Tabataba'i: I can tell you that the amount is not excessive but that it is 
realistic. Olof Palme estimates the war damage on both sides to be as high 
as 500 billion dollars. 


SPIEGEL: Mr Tabataba'i, as yet the Iranians in their national enthusiasms 

are making a lot of sacrifices. But once the Gulf war is over, your govern- 
ment will have to figure that the internal differences will come all the more 
into the open. The following is obvious: There have been a number of assassi- 
nations killing, in part, some very well known ayatollahs; opponents of the 
regime are being subjectedi to stringent persecution; at least 12,000 people 
have been executed. How do you propose to cope with these difficulties? 


Tabataba'i: Of course there are differing political groupings, opinions and 
interests in our society. That incidentally is a good sign. 


SPIEGEL: Deviating opinions apparently are being brutally suppressed, however. 


Tabataba'i: That is not the case. Whoever tries to persuade the broad masses 
peacefull does not have to fear any exercise of force on the part of the state. 
But whoever applies force himself is of course met with force. 


SPIEGEL: People who would like a different way of life from the one pre- 
scribed by religion--those people the state may forcible lead onto the right 
path? 


Tabataba'i: It corresponds to the democratic idea: the whole system, based 
on the consent of 98 percent of the population, cannot be destroyed by a few 
hundred thousand people who want a different system. 


SPIEGEL: Surely the principles of Islam unequivocally include tolerance toward 
other religions. But take, for instance, the supporters of the Bahai faith; 
they are not doing anything to anyone, they do not want to overthrow the 
regime, but they are persecuted nevertheless. 


Tabataba'i: This assertion is evidence of the psychological warfare being 
conducted against us abroad. 


SPIEGEL: You mean the Bahai have not been persecuted? 


Tabataba'i: No, nobody has been persecuted in Iran because he is Bahai, no- 
body has been put on trial because he professed to be Habai, nobody has been 
condemed or executed in Iran because he was Bahai. 


You may be sure that everyone concerned had committed a deed for which he was 
sentenced in accordance with Iranian law. Incidentally, those executed are 
preponderantly Muslims, Shiites. 


SPIEGEL: As far as we know, in a number of executions it was clearly not 

the deed but the convictionwhich was punished--because the person concerned 
was considered a supporter of the shah or an anti-Islamic element. Why is it 
in fact that a revolutionary regime cannot afford to conduct trials with 
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greater care and sentences defendants after lasting only a few 
minutes? It is said that Khalkhali as chief justice on average did not take 
more than a minute and a half to pass a death sentence. 


Tabataba'i: First, Mr Khalkhali is not chief justice. Secondly, I doubt the 
accuracy of such reports. Apart from the fact there ‘have always been spe- 
cial courts in times of revolution and particularly in times of war, an attempt 
has been made to spare the innocent. 


Thirdly, if you claim that supporters of the shah were executed and state the 
number to have been 12,000 it follows that of 40 million Iranians only 12,000 
are for the shah and against the revolution. How wonderful! 


SPIEGEL: What rights does the political opposition in fact have? Surely you 
cannot claim that of a people of 40 million 98 percent support a certain 
orientation. 


Tabataba'i: Ido not. In principle 98 percent opted for the Islamic Republic. 
It is definitely possible for opinions to differ as to how its objectives 
should be realized. Whoever holds a different view must expound his opinion 
and seek assent for it. 


SPIEGEL: How can that be done in your cowmtry? For instance, censorship 
of the press, abolished after the overthrow of the shah, has been reintroduced. 


Tabataba'i: The reason for that at the time was the wrong attitude of the 
so-called intellectuals. They thought that since we now had the revolution 
they could put over Marxist ideas in domestic affairs by making the people 
insecure. They were responsible for the unrest in Khuzistan and on the Caspian 
Sea. 


Of course, it was necessary to put an end to these methods of part of the 
leftist intellectuals and to prevent their free access to the media. That 
was an internal security measure. Tolerance has to accord with the feelings 
of the broad masses and with ensuring security during military warfare and 
in internal crises. 


SPIEGEL: olerance in Iran means that one can express opinions in support 
of the regime, 


Tabataba‘i: Not necessarily. Three weeks ago former Prime Minister Basargan 
published a strong criticism of the strategy of the system. He was not put in 
prison by any means. Others, too, have said what they thought of it. 


SPIEGEL: There are more assassinations now than there were during the last 
years of the shah, and more executions, and more Iranians are living in exile. 
It is our impression that the dictatorship of the shah has been replaced by 

a different kind of repression, which only seeks a different legitimization-- 
a religious one. 
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Tabataba'i: That is not so at all. In the past the gentlemen did not have 
the assent of the broad masses; on the contrary, they aroused disgust. The 
present system wants the aims of the broad masses to be implemented. Sure 
there are Iranians living abroad, but no more than in the past. Sure there 
are arrests but no more than in the past. The spectrum has changed, however. 


SPIEGEL: Is that enough? Surely there should be fewer. 





Tabataba'i: I can unly wish it from the bottom of my heart. 


SPIEGEL: Has life in fact improved for the masses since the ri volution? 
Every other Iranian is unemployed, but prices are four times as high as they 
used to be. One kilogram of mutton, the basic food of Iranians, cost only 
120 rials under the shah but now costs 900 rials. 


Tabataba'i: True, but salaries have risen as well. The minimum salary of a 
civil servant with a family of five or six used to be 8,000 rials, while today 
no government employee earns less than 25,000 rials (about DM 850). Workers’ 
wages have tripled since the revolution. 


Through appropriate rationing, almost 80 percent of the population have easy 
access to basic foods. Whoever wants to consume more has to pay the black- 
market price you have mentioned. Incidentally, what was the situation in 
your country, in Germany, during and after the war? 


SPIEGEL: You have 50-percent unemployment, however. 


Tabataba'i: I think that is a very high estimate, but I admit it is a huge 
problem which cannot be solved easily in light of the war situation imposed 
on us. Anyway, that will change radically after the war, in the building and 
reconstruction phase. 


Nevertheless, no one in our coumtry needs to starve, thanks to the aid and 
action of various organizations for the assistance of persons earning little 
or nothing, supported by the government and donations of the people. 


SPIEGEL: Why do you actually need such organizations? 


Tabataba'i: Apart from these not so nice phenomena brought about by the re- 
volution and war and in part by the foreign embargo against Iranian industry, 
there are also pleasant phenomena. Can you name a country, for instance, 
which has no debts. We have none. 


Name some countries which have a surplus of foreign currency. We are one-- 
not taking into account the gold reserves, which have remained untouched. 
Name a German or foreign company whose invoices we have not paid. 


Is that not a big achievement by a country which has lowered its oil exports 

to one-third and tried not to be a consumer-goods customer of the industrial- 
ized countries, a country which as far as possible wanted to stand on its own 
feet strategically speaking and, not least because of that, is being beset both 
by internal crises and military and psychological warfare? 
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SPIEGEL: It is actually possible to rule a country like Iran like a bedouin 
state? In accordance with the principle that religion must prevail in all 
fields of life? 


Tabataba'i: If you consider only what you in Europe understand by religion 
and what you went through in the Middle Ages, you are of course entirely right. 
But my concept of Islam, of religion as a whole, is quite different from yours. 
The true and real value concepts of Islam, its ideas concerning the state, its 
sociopolitical and economic ideas are completely wknown in Europe. 


Just try to find an answer to this question: Why do you think that persons of 
this day and age, with top academic degrees and despite long sojourns in 
Europe, continue to haye a strong religious motivation? 


SPIEGEL: What do you mean? Do you find it proper, for instance, that the 
Iranian penal code states today that "the killing of persons who deserve to 
die is allowed: or "if a father kills his child or one of the father's 
progenitors does so, he will not be executed, but he must pay blood money to 
those left behind?" 


Tabataba'i: First, the Iranian penal code says no such thing. Secondly, 

you have to realize that a penal process serves the puppose of educating 
society, serves the purpose of fighting the crime rather than that of fight- 
ing the culprit. All that is connected more or less with the whole culture, 
the whole past, the whole history, psychology and mentality of a people. 


SPIEGEL: So how can an intellectual like you, a man of the elite who has 
studied in the West, who holds important posts, live with a theocratic system 
in which religion is the sole standard for everything? Don't you think that 
is a contradiction? 


Tabataba'i: In no way. In the Islamic view, God, in contrast with the opinion 
prevailing in the West, is a being with the following characteristics, among 
others: He is just, all-knowing, all-powerful, merciful. Man is supposed to 
be or get close to God in his character. In other words, I have to be just, 
knowing, powerful, merciful. 


I have to be able to fulfill my needs, for I must not go begging, because of 
course God does not go begging. All these characteristics of God provide 

me with political guidelines--over the short, medium and long term--for shap- 
ing myself and my society. 


SPIEGEL: How is that supposed to be put in practice? How are such general 
principles supposed to apply to politics? 


Tabataba'i: I have to belong to a society which is knowing. I must there- 
fore fight illiteracy, I must lend unlimited support to technology and science. 
I must enliven industry so that the people do not have to starve. 


I have to be powerful in order that I may not be subjugated and oppressed. I 
must be werciful, and therefore I do not exploit people and do not oppress 
anyone. I do not go in for any discrimination on account of race or sex, be- 
cause God does not. 
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Absolute power resides only with God. I therefore reject any kind of absolute 
power, not only in thought but in deed. The field of activity for that lies 
in politics, in society. 


But I cannot give you any lessons in theology here, particularly since I my- 
self am not a theologian. I merely want to explain my faith in brief and tell 
you that there is very little known about Islam in this country. 


SPIEGEL: But one must keep in mind that other Iranians of your kind definite- 
ly have difficulties with such a system--for example, former President Bani- 
sadr and former Prime Minister Basargan. They got into serious conflicts with 
the regime. 


Tabataba'i: I will not dispute by any means the fact that the mentioned 
principle is not always enough to make available a harmonious, uniform poli- 
tical methodology. But I think that all enlightened Muslims have the same 
concept of the Islamic God. Mr Basargan has difficulties not with the system 
or strategy but with implementing his ideas and in political planning. 


SPIEGEL: What influence does your "spiritual" leader in fact still have? 
Tabataba'i: You mean Imam Khomeyni himself? 
SPIEGEL: Yes. 


Tabataba'i: The imam leads the revolution and in effect issues the big guide- 
lines, but he definintely does not determine the individual drafts of laws 
and government plans. 


SPIEGEL: Because he is an old man or because this is what his post is sup- 
posed to be? 


Tabataba'i: Definitely not because he is an old man. It has been shown that 
he can think far more cleverly and astutely than younger men. But unfortu- 
nately Imam Khomeyni will not always be there. There must therefore be legal 
organs which henceforth can cope with the problems of the country and the 
system. 


SPIEGEL: You just said that Khomeyni will not always be there. Who will 
succeed him? Who will determine that? 


Tabataba'i: In accordance with the Iranian constitution, a body is formed 
consisting of scholars elected by the people. The scholars then assemble and 
elect the successor or the successorship. 


SPIEGEL: And get into arguments. 


Tabataba'i: Of course; and why not? Why should there not be any differences 
of opinion? But in the end a yote is taken. 
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SPIEGEL: As we know, opinions vary greatly among the ayatollahs. The pre- 
viously highly respected Ayatollah Shariat Madari allegedly participated in 
a plot against Khomeyni and is now wnder house arrest. What was the result 
of the investigation against him? 


Tabataba'i: Documents and publications showed that even before the revolu- 
tion he had had relations with the Americans, with CIA agents. 


SPIEGEL: Is it also being held against him that he once gave an interview 
to DER SPIEGEL? 


Tabataba'i: Of course not; otherwise--if it meant contact with the CIA--I 
would not have given you an interview. 


SPIEGEL: Thank you for this interview, Mr Tabataba'i. 
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IRAN 


MINISTER COMMENTS ON DEVELOPMENTS IN PETROLEUM AFFAIRS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 8 Nov 82 p 13 
[Speech by Minister of Petroleum Gharazi] 


[Text] Following the lifting of restrictions on the 
purchase of gas [heating] oil, God willing kerosene 
will also soon become available without rationing. 

At the same time gasoline rations have been increased 
by up to 50 percent and the product will soon be 
available without restriction. This information 

was given by Minister of Petroleum Seyyed Mohammad 
Gharazi during a press-radio-television news confer- 
ence with foreign journalists last night. 


Engineer Gharazi began by congratulating the world's oppressed on the 
anniversary of the occupation of the den of espionage and referring to plots 
by the United States and its support of liberals and its blows against the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, saying: The occupation of the den of spies in Iran 
was in effect the destruction of the political-military culture of the West 
vis-a-vis the establishment of the government of God in the world. He added: 
The Iranian nation is reality showed to the world that it is possible to expel 
the United States and also to eliminate its imposed policies. The Minister 

of Petroleum said in another part of his statement. Our nation came under 
pressure at the same time from within and without. Today this nation stands 
before the United States with head held high and steadfast. Speaking of Iraq's 
imposed war on Iran he said: Saddam has squandered more than 50 billion dollars 
of the money of Muslim nations in this war, and while Muslim peoples are grap- 
pling with the occupiers of Jerusalem, Saddam still does not grasp our condi- 
tions. He added: As stated by the speaker of the Majlis and our Friday 

Prayer Leader, our arms capability has doulbed since before the war. This 
armament has been taken from Saddam and, God willing, the remaining military 
aid of the West to Saddam will be confiscated by the Hezbollah [Party of God]. 


Speaking of the imposed war and the country's economic condition Engineer 
Gharazi said: Our people both fought and built up the economy. I say that 
despite the destruction of the 600,000-barrel capacity Abadan refinery, the 
Iranian nation was able by the use of its own experts to increase the output 

of oil products to a level that made possible the elimination of gas oil ration- 
ing and in the near future we shall eliminate other forms of rationing, except 
for products which are not for public use. 
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Speaking of kerosene and propane gas the Minister of Petroleum said: God 
willing, these two products will soon become unrestrictedly available in large 
quantities. Oil potentials are in place and damages have been repaired. If 
the United States at one time thought we needed its experts, today it must 
realize that we have taken care of our own needs, that we do not require its 
experts. Our Minister of Petroleum added: Through its operatives the United 
States has tried to prevent the sale of our oil but we announce that neither 
Saddam's military forces which used to attack Kharg Island regularly, but who 
have since given up hope, nor the economic power of the Saudis has been able 
to prevent Iran from its share of the world oil market. 


Engineer Gharazi said in conclusion: All these benefits are the result of the 
occupation of the den of spies of the United States in Iran and the elimina- 
tion of foreign and Western culture. We are prepared to use this force any- 
where necessary under the slogan of ‘Death to the United States' and with 
dependence on the indestructible and ever powerful forces of the Almighty. 


Engineer Gharazi then answered questions from the foreign and domestic newsmen, 
saying: We believe OPEC must continue its existence as an independent, strong 
and progressive organization and to help bring about the aspirations of the 
oppressed of the world, be they in the Eastern or Western blocs or the Third 
World. Concerning the export of gas to the USSR he said: As a result of a 
lack of agreement on pricing, for some time now Iranian gas has not been 
exported to that country. 


The Islamic Republic's Minister of Petroleum then spoke about economic relations 
between Iran and Italy by saying: Since we were able to arrive at an under- 
standing with the Italian government regarding their oil concerns and their 
claims, our relations with Italy are very good and are continuously improving. 
Engineer Gharazi spoke about the time element involved before gasoline ration- 
ing ends by saying: Rationing of gas oil in Iran has ended and God willing 

the same thing will apply in the case of kerosene. In the case of gasoline, 

the ration has been increased up to 50 percent and restrictions on the pur- . 
chase of this product will be lifted gradually. Referring to the petrochemical 
complex at Port Khomeyni, our Minister of Petroleum said: As a result of 
pressures by some governments, Japan is not carrying out its contractual 
responsibilities. A few days ago I told the Japanese deputy foreign minister 
who had come to Tehran: Instead of carrying out the bilateral contract, you 
have given the matter a political dressing. We hope Japan will be saved from 
this futile round of pressure. Speaking of oil exports to Japan, he said 

that compared to last year the situation is more to Japan's benefit. 


A journalist asked how muc’ Iranian oil is exported to the United States. 

The Minister of Petroleum .esponded: We will never sell oil to four countries 
in the world: the United States, South Africa, Israel and the Philippines. 
Then he spoke about Iran's total oil exports: Our share in OPEC has been set 
at 3 million barrels but the direct pressures of reactionary Arab governments 
who are helping Saddam have prevented the Islamic Republic of Iran from reach- 
ing that export level. 
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The Minister of Petroleum then responded to questions about the time period 
needed to repair damages in our country's oil regions: All of our urgent 
needs have been taken care of and quick action will be taken in freed areas 
such as Musian and I believe this will be completed in less than 4 months. 





Responding to a journalist's question as to whether the price of Iranian 

crude is being set independent of OPEC, Engineer Gharazi said: We are trying 
to strengthen OPEC and we set the price of our oil within the OPEC framework, 
but reactionary Arab countries do not feel bound by OPEC prices and regularly 
break the OPEC pricing. Answering another question as to whether Iran 

would follow any lowering of crude oil prices which may be proposed by the 
Saudi Royal government, he said: Saudi threats about reduction in the basic 
price of crude, like the threats of Saddam, are hollow and I do not believe 
the Saudis will put their threat into practice. Those who tried to bring down 
the price of oil suffered great losses last year and upset the world's economic 
balance. Saudi Arabia and the United States suffered the greatest losses 

in this connection. 
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IRAN 


U.S., SOVIET, ISRAELI, FRENCH FLAGS BURNED AT ‘STUDENTS’ RALLY 
Tehran ETTELA'‘AT in Persian 6 Nov 82 p 14 


[Text] On the occasion of the anniversary of Imam Khomeyni's exile, the 
third anniversary of the taking of the American spies’ nest in Tehran, as 
well as students’ day, thousands of students from various sectors of Tehran's 
teaching and training programs marched Thursday afternoon in packed and 
orderly ranks to pay tribute to this day. | 


The marchers, carrying pictures of the Imam of the nation, Ayatollah al-'Ozma 
Montazeri, and other officials of the Islamic Republic of Iran, chanted 
slogans condemning America's crimes against the Muslims of the world and 
called for a continuation of the war with the Ba'thist aggressors until a 
final victory is achieved. 


As the ceremonies continued a statement was read after the burning of a 
coffin draped with U.S., Soviet, Zionist Regime, and French flags along with 
effigies of Reagan and Carter. Then Hojjat ol-Eslam Musavi Kho'dniha, the 
Majlis representative spoke. 


While congratulating the figatere of Islam for their recent victories on the 
battlefield against the Ba'thist aggressor forces, he said: Today is the 
13th of Aban [4 Nov]. It is a day of suffering for America and the day of 
triumph for divine values over Satanic temporal values, when the most 
powerful country in the world became confused and disarrayed before the 
Islamic movement of the Iranian nation. 


In continuing his remarks, Mr Kho'iniha discussed the deeds of the Great 
Satan America from 1963-1964 until today while enumerating the character- 
istics of the Satan from the point of view of the Koran, and said: All of 
America's plots, from the exile of the Imam of the nation to Turkey and 
Najaf to today, conform to the words of the Koran: The hand of Satan is 
weak, it was weak, and it was defeated. One of these plots.was the enact- 
ment of the capitulation bill, which the Imam protested against in speeches, 
thereby laying the foundation for revolution when the Iranian nation 
recognized his political and religious leadership. 


Referring to the defeat of America’s plots from the time of the exile of the 
Imam of the nation to Turkey, Najaf, and France until the victory of the 
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Islamic revolution, he concluded that from now on all the plots of world 
arrogance, and especially America, will be defeated, and the future of the 
world will come from Islan. 


Mr Kho'iniha said: America did not give up its plotting after the triumph of 
the Islamic revolution. As Carter said in his memoirs, it continued its 
plotting by cultivating friendships with some of the governmental leaders 

of that time and proclaiming its satisfaction with the interim government. 
Even while it had contact with the interim government, it brought the Shah 
to the United States on the pretext of medical treatment. Even though the 
Imam of the government advised the United States not to plot, no heed was 
paid. Finally the Muslim students following the Imam's line decided to 
occupy the American spy nest in Tehran, to take over this nest of plots 

and corruption in a heroic operation on 13 Aban, the anniversary of the Imam 
of the nation's exile and students’ day and to take the American spies 
hostage. 


In another portion of his remarks he praised the struggles of the Muslim 
nation of Iran, and especially the students, in bringing the Islamic revolu- 
tion to fruition, and referring to the documents from the spies" nest, he 
said: America wanted to draw the students, who had been the cause of the 
downfall of the Shah's regime, into the streets in opposition to the 

Islamic Republic, so that several of them would be killed. Then it would 
defeat the Islamic Republic of Iran by staging events like the ones our 
people staged throughout the revolution. This plot also ended in defeat. 

He stated emphatically: Every plot which the Great Satan made against us, 
including the economic embargo, the military assault on Tabas, Saddam's war, 
and the domestic turmoil caused by ousted and exiled elements, has met with 
defeat. Throughout this period of struggles from 1342 to the present we see 
Satan's plots on the one hand and the cunning of God on the other. Today 
also, with the Imam's prophetic leadership, the wholeheartedness of the 
Martyrnurturing nation of Iran, and the vigilance of the students, the Great 
Satan's plots have been defeated and the will of God has been realized. 
Today the Islamic Republic of Iran is more powerful than ever and the victo- 
ries of the soldiers and combatants of Islam continue to make America tremble. 


At the conclusion of his remarks Mr mho'iniha delivered an emphatic message 
to the Muslim people of Iran: The future of the world of Islam is in your 
hands, and with your perseverance the Muslim nations of the world will be 
delivered from the clutches of reactionary governments. 


At the conclusion of this event, as the cry ‘death to America’ rose into the 
air, the American flag, as a symbol of the repulsion of the Great Satan's 
crimes throughout the world, was burned. 


9310 
CSO: 4640/43 


69 











IRAN 


NEW RURAL LAND DISTRIBUTION PROGRAM ANNOUNCED 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 3 Nov 82 p 2 


[Interview with Hojjat ol-Eslam Fazel Harandi, representative of Imam Khomeyni 
at Land Distribution Headquarters and head of the Majlis Agricultural Com- 
mission; date and place not specified] 


[Text] The new program for the distribution of land among »° 
farmers has been approved by the special agricultural co: is- 
sion of the Majlis and at this time is going through the 

final stage of discussion in the Islamic Consultative Assembly. 
Hojat ol-Eslam Fazel Harandi, the representative of Imam 
Khomeyni at Land Distribution Headquarters and head of the 
Majlis agricultural commission, at a discussion yesterday, 
explained the new plan for turning over land to farmers with 
little or no land. 


Referring first to the approval of the project in the special agricultural 
commissionof the Majlis he said: After the approval and following a recent 
meeting of the 7-member land distribution groups with the Majlis speaker, 

it was decided that the plan would soon be put on the agenda of the Majlis and 
after final approval with the minimum of change, would be put into effect 

as before through the representatives of established foundations within Land 
Distribution Headquarters of the 7-member distribution groups or through any 
other organs the Majlis decides. 


Referring to land which can be turned over to farmers according to the plan 
sut uitted to the Majlis, the representative of Imam Khomeyni at the Land Dis- 
tribution Headquarters said: Such areas will include government land, waste- 
lands and arid and developed acregge. At the same time, not included in the 
project will be confiscated land under government control, mechanized 

[as published] acreage, areas whose ownership have been recognized as legal 
as well as such land which, in the opinion of those carrying out the pro- 
gram, would be harmful to the nation if divided. 


Harandi also spoke about the situation concerning joint-ownership property 
referred to in the land distribution project by saying: The joint-ownership 
land about which everyone is thinking, given the culture which rules over 

our rural areas, such as agricultural cooperative companies and so on, cannot 
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be carried out. But the joint-property to which reference has been made in 

the plan in question consist of land with underground water canals; land 

and agricultural equipment working in the interest of joint ownership but 

with the area of cultivation an assumed factor each yesr. Concerning the 
average amount of land to be distributed to farmers in each region he said: 

The agreed arrangement is that the headquarters itself or the Majlis agricultur- 
al commission would draw up a:table of averages for each region. This would 

be discussed by the Majlis along with the abovementioned plan and approved at 

the same time, so that, God willing, each region will have a legal average 
formula. 


Hojjat ol-Eslam Fazel Harandi also referred to the fact that agriculture 

has become the axis of over-all economic:activity of the Islamic ogvernment 
and also discussed its role in long-term planning by saying: This matter has 
been referred to in the project submitted to the Majlis. If the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran turns over distributive lands to farmers free of charge and 
makes up the costs it bears in this regard from other sources, in the long 
run this would be in the interest of the national economy. We must point out 
that even now the government helps general public consumer needs in a variety 
of ways through the subsidization of essential goods. The villagersof our 
country do not benefit from this system and should ibe helped by various means, 
including the distribution of free land among then. 


The head of the Majlis Agricultural Commission also stressed that the Islamic 
government, at the same time as transferring wastelands to farmers, should 
also help them through various financial means in order to enable them to pur- 
chase agricultural implements and build underground water canals. The govern- 
ment could consider some foreign exchange for the import of farm machinery, 
etc, only for the purpose of rejuvenation of wastelands. In the long run 

this would be very beneficial for the economic selfsufficiency of the country. 
In conclusion the representative of the imam told the correspondent of the IS- 
LAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY: At a recent meeting at the University of Tehran 
in which 7-member land distribution teams from throughout the country as well 
as members of the Land Distribution Hes quarters of Tehran took part, prob- 
lems and shortcomings were discussed and brother participants in the seminar 
worked closely in sharing experiences in the solution of shortcomings. It was 
also decided that henceforth these central teams should remain in close con- 
tact with each other as well as with the Friday Prayer Leader and the Revoiu- 
tionary Court of the area. 
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TRAN 


SAR CHESHMEH MORE THAN TRIPLES COPPER OUTPUT 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 3 Nov 82 p 2 


{Interview with Engineer Hasanpur, director of the Sar Cheshmeh Copper Complex; 
date and place not specified] | 


[Text] With the start of operations at the huge Sarcheshmeh Copper Complex 
in Kerman at the hands of our country's committed experts, personnel and 
workers, production exceeded 13,500 tons of copper bars. 


In explaining the completed projects regarding the Sarcheshmeh Copper Complex 
and the production achievements, Engineer Hasanpur, the director of the com- 
plex, said in a discussion: At present the complex produces 120 tons of 
blister copper a day. In view of the round-the-clock efforts of all the 
workers to increase production, steps have been taken and estimates are 

that in the near future daily production will reach 450 tons from the presen: 
120 tons. 


He said that in order to achieve self-sufficiency, to eliminate dependency 
and to meet the needs and shortages in the country, arrangements have been 
made to place the output of the complex at the disposal of qualified copper 
applicants whose work permits have already been approved by the Ministry of 
Industries and Mines. Along this line, more than 50 tons of copper, at 185 
rials per kilogram, have already been turned over to such individuals and 
another 100 tons are available for sale. 


Referring to the start of the copper refining and solidifying complex Engi- 
neer Hasanpur said: As a result of efforts which have gone into the project, 
up to now some 45 percent of executive operations of the refinery have beer 
completed and the aim is to begin production at the cathode copper unit of 

the refinery by the middle of next March. 


He added: The total annual capacity of this complex is 145,000 tons which 
must be converted at the plant into 8-mm rods and copper cake billets. 0f 
this 107,000 is usuable for preparing 8-mm roads for cables and other uses. 
The remainder which is produced in the form of cake billets cannot be put 
to use in that form but must be converted into various kinds of copper and 
brass rolled sheets as well as other domestically needed products at ancil- 
lary plants. 
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He said: For this reason 106 million tumans have been allocated for this 
purpose for 1982-1983 to be used for preliminary studies including choice 

of site (for construction work), and scientific and technical know-how. 

Given the needs of the complex, no specific site has been chosen for it but 
according to responsible provincial officials the area of Bagheyn, located 

27 kilometers from Kerman at the junction of 3 commercial roads near Hormozegan 
Province and a number of other provinces, would be an economically suitable 
choice. Executive officials of the province have expressed their full readi- 
ness to provide all needs of ancillary industries, including water, electricity, 
telephone service, building materials, skilled manpower, etc. If these in- 
dustries go into operation they would provide some 800 jobs. Referring to 
other essential needs of the complex Engineer Hasanpur said: The complex 
needs, for its operation, 12,000 tons of steel pellets annually. In order 

to meet this need the Arak Machinery Plant, after discussions with an Italian 
firm, is planning the construction of a factory which would produce 40,000 

tons and be ready for operation by the fall of 1983. Because of the needs of 
the Sarcheshmeh complex, responsible national authorities are requested to 
approve the location of this factory near the Sarcheshmeh copper complex, a 
move which would be economical from the peint of view of the economy and other 
considerations. - 





During the discussion the director of the Sarcheshmeh Copper Complex spoke 
about measures taken to eliminate the personnel shortage by saying that in 
the past several months some 2,000 persons have been recruited on a trial and 
temporary basis. In addition the recruiting unit of the plant at present is 
studying and taking steps to provide expert and dedicated persons needed in 
the future to put the molybdenum unit of the plant into operation. 


He concluded by saying that studies have been made to eliminate the problem 
of the housing shortage for the workers of the complex. In addition to 2,375 
housing units and the population increase at Copper Township linked with 
operations at the copper refinery and the molybdenum and sulphuric acid 
plants, discussions have been completed for the construction for another 
1,000 housing units which are to be built near the city of Rafsanjan. 


He said: In order to further meet the convenience and needs of workers of 
the complex, it has been decided that in the near future department stores 
will be built around the Copper Township and bus services within the city and 
its surroundings will be established for the use of workers. 
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ISRAEL 


COMMENTATOR RUBINSTEIN ON LACK OF ARAB RIGHTS IN TERRITORIES 
TA231432 Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 23 Nov 82 p 11 
[Commentary by Amnon Rubinstein: "Defenseless Inhabitants"] 


[Text] One should pay attention to this fact: For several months, the 
government in the territories has instituted a new arrangement regarding 
foreign lecturers in the institutions of higher education in Judaea and 
Samaria. According to this new arrangement, the lecturers were not only 
required to abide by the law, an obvious demand, but also to undertake and 
declare that they would not support the PLO in the future. When they 
refused, their gradual expulsion began. The entire affair was widely 
covered by the Israeli press but did not evince any reaction for many 
weeks. Only when U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz appealed to the 
academic sector in Israel with an unprecedented request to rebel against 
this action, only when the minister of a foreign government illuminated 
the affair with international projectors, only then did a public reaction 
emerge in Israel: Television covered the issue and invited Knesset members 
of the coalition and the opposition to discuss it, dozens of lecturers 
signed a petition and journalists expressed their opinions. 


Within 1 or 2 days the military government--the time has come to drop the 
strange term "civilized administration"--went back on its move and can- 
celled the oaths. Foreign lecturers will be asked, as is customary and 
expected, to abide by the law or be expelled. Nevertheless, the bizarre 
oath and the subsequent expulsions were shelved and stopped. 


Needless to say, this foolish move did not contribute anything to Israel's 
security but further damaged the issue of Israel as a normal law-abiding 
state and its international status. However, this is not what I want to 
talk about here; I want to deal with a key and important issue. The U.S. 
secretary of state's appeal over the head of the Israeli government was 
the cause of setting the wheels into motion which finally bore fruit by 
preventing the bizarre method of oaths from being applied to Christian 
clerics. Not one organization in Israel reacted or did something until 
the U.S. secretary of state commented. 


This fact has illustrated that which has been known to all those taking 
interest in the issue: That there is no Israeli patron to the Arabs of 
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the territories and that there is actually no apparatus ensuring that 

their complaints are aired. This is not new and the same situation also 
existed in the Alignment's time. However, the more the military government 
lost its initial liberal character and the more expropriations and clashes 
in the West Bank increased, the more the situation exacerbated, reaching 

a stage where the Arab population of the territory has no real defense. 


A paradoxical process has occurred: As the actual annexation of the terri- 
tories accelerated, the more the green line was erased, and the more land 
expropriations increased, so were the Arab inhebitants of the territories-- 
as opposed to the Jews--removed from a public and constitutional interest 
in Israel proper. The territories were unified, settlement erased borders, 
people became more and more detached from Israel and its institutions. 


The basic fact is that the area beyond the green line is occupied territory 
as far as Israeli law is concerned. The Likud government did not apply 
Israeli law to these territories and made do by applying it to people, and 
only to Jewish settlers at that. In fact, the rules of "belligerent pos- 
session" ["hezqa lohamtit"] determining the status of territories occupied 
in war according to international law continue to apply to Judaea, Samaria 
and Gaza. According to these rules, the military commander is omnipotent: 
He is both the legislative and executive branch, he appoints the courts 

and their appointed committees which supervise land expropriations in the 
territories. The commander is the Knesset, the government and the courts. 
The Arab inhabitants of the territories do not have the right to vote and 
are not represented in any Israeli body and they must fully obey the mili- 
tary commander, namely, the defense minister's executive arm in the terri- 
tories. 


It is surprising that the Likud government and the prime minister ignore the 
fact that according to their own rules, the territory of the motherland is 
an occupied area and that the Israeli government itself--according to the 
policy they have embraced--is an occupying state. Several restrictions 
designed to protect the interests of the occupied population apply to such 
a country. These restrictions are included in the fourth Geneva Convention 
which Israel signed and ratified. Indeed, immediately after the 6-day war 
there were clear indications that Israel seriously intended to fulfill its 
undertakings according to the convention: An order was issued immediately 
stipulating that legislation in the territories would be subject to the 
Geneva Convention. However, this order was recinded and military commanders 
and courts have since not seen themselves subject to the convention, a con- 
vention whose existence is slowly being forgotten except for the aspects 
justifying the activities of the military government. 


Hence, a non-Jew local inhabitant in the territories has no protection 
whatsoever against the actions of the military commander and there is no 
entity--either a policeman, an officer or a judge--able to put in practice 
the restrictions of the Geneva Convention. 
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In Israel proper, there is no apparatus dealing with the Arabs of the terri- 
tories. There is no Knesset committee or subcommittee handling this subject. 
Proposals to set up such a committee have been rejected with the cynical 
argument that the territories in question are located outside Israeli juris- 
diction (when necessary, people forget all about the greater Eretz Yisra'‘el 
and support the despicable notion of its partition). The vast majority of 
the Knesset members do not tour the territories and do not receive delega- 
tions and petitions coming from outside the boundaries of the green line, 
unless Jews are involved. 


For instance: The 9th Knesset discussed a proposal raised by Minister 
Moda'i to nationalize the Arab Electric Company in East Jerusalem. The 
proposal, which will probably be revived soon, would have affected a foremost 
property and public interest and involved complicated and difficult problems. 
The Knesset committee heard all the arguments in favor of an expropriation 
from government representatives but did not at all hear the relevant parties. 
I thought it would have been right aud proper to summon Anwar Nusaybah, 

the chairman of the company's board of directors, and listen to his reserva- 
tions about the proposal to expropriate the company he chairs. I thought-- 
and I still think--it was the committee's duty to do so, according to its 
regulations and the elementary precepts of justice. I suggested this to 

the committee's chairman, Professor Arens, but my proposal did not only 
encounter total rejection but even a certain shock. Nusaybah is an enemy 
subject, Professor Arens explained, and enemies are nct invited to the 
Knesset. I pointed out that at question was a company located within the 
boundaries of Israeli sovereignty and law--the Israeli capital, Jerusalem-- 
but it was to no avail. Of course, this is only one of many examples. 


Opposition Knesset members submit motions to the agenda about what is 
happening in the ™ ritories but their proposals are thrown in the garbage 
without being de The Knesset presidency does not recognize their 
urgency and the m tty would shelve them anyway. The cabinet itself does 
not hold a debate about events in the territories and it approved the 
"civilian administration" plan--in the framework of which IDF officers are 
currently discharging the duties of mayors--based on the defense minister's 
remarks about the need to improve the attitude toward the inhabitants of 
the territories and treat them politely at roadblocks. Immediately after- 
wards, more Arab citizens than in the entire period from the 6-day war and 
until Sharon assumed his duties were killed in more polite police operations. 
Complaints about killings and harassment based on reliable testimonies 

were rejected by the defense minister as being "false accusations" and 
thousands of police complaints lodged by Arabs in the territories were 

left pending. The police actually gave up any attempt to implement criminal 
law in the territories. 


Only the supreme court remained. The high court of justice enjoys very 
limited authority and it intervenes in the deeds of IDF officers in the 
held terri zries only in extreme instances. Its authority is nevertheless 
very limited: It is not allowed to apply to the Geneva Convention since 
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Israel, although it ratified it, did not include it in its internal law. 
Therefore, the court must bow its head in the fzce of the actions of the 
military commander, namely, the defense minister's envoy, and it regards 
him as the "chief legislator" in the territories, as one judge put it. 

Only if this "chief legislator"--woe on that unfortunate joke--deviates 
from the rules of customary international law can the high court of justice 
intervene in practice. Even then, the court naturally hesitates about 
intervening in the security considerations upon which the government bases 
its declarations. 


According to customary international law, as envisaged in the Hague conven- 
tion, the military commander is not allowed to seize land unless for mili- 
tary needs. Anyone touring in Judaea and Samaria and scanning newspaper 
advertisements announcing the sale of a villa built on land seized by the 
military commander may realize the degree to which the high court of justice 
has succeeded in impiementing the handful of restrictions enabling its 
intervention. 3 


In fact, a situation has been created in the territories whereby the local 
Arab inhabitants has neither a patron nor a defense. Regulations about 
occupied territories are implementing only in order to gain the privilege 
the law grants to the ruling superpower. However, nobody supervises the 
restrictions imposed on that superpower. This is the background against 
which one must see Mr Shultz's extraordinary appeal. He appealed to Israeli 
public opinion because there is no other addressee and because Israel has 
gone too far in exploiting its status for annexing the territories without 
granting any rights to their inhabitants. 


CSO: 4400/108 
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ISRAEL 


"LE MONDE' VIEWS SIGNS OF 'REALISM' IN PLO 
PM241343 Paris LE MONDE in French 23 Nov 82 p 7 


[Part V of Erich Rouleau article: "The Palestinians in Search of Survival: 
V--From Dream to Reality"] 


[Text] Al-Wahdat--Abu ‘Adnan is regarded as the most influential man in 
Al-Wahdat. The tens of thousands of Palestinian refugees in that camp who, 
like him, fied Israel in 1948, respect and heed him. People come to him to 
confide in him and ask for advice or for a favor. This peasant, with a 
wily look and the air of a patriarch, wearing the traditional Arab clothes, 
has accomplished the feat of maintaining good relations with the Jordanian 
authorities without slackening those which bind him to the Fedayeen organi- 
zations which are highly suspect in the Hashemite kingdom. 


As a great lord he keeps open house on Fridays--a holiday for Muslims--and 
assembles round a roast sheep the no 2bles and clan leaders who, like hin, 
reign over the various refugee camps. That is their opportunity or pretext 
to consult each other. The conversation, which took place in our presence, 
turned to the prospects of a peace settlement in the Near East. Discussing 
the decisions which the Palestine National Council |{PNC] (the Resistance's 
Parliament) of which he is a member is to take at its next meeting, Abu 
"Adnan proclaimed loud and clear: "I will vote with both hands in favor 

of a resolution calling for mutual recognition by Israel and the future 
Palestinian state:"" The 60 or so guests around him, were not in the least 
surprised, as if it was an agreed matter, and nodded their heads in approval. 
"We ought to have done it back in 1947 when the United Nations recommended 
Palestine's partition into two states, one Jewish and the other Arab," one 
of them said while another added: "Such a decision must no longer be post- 
poned because our brothers can no longer tolerate being refugees, second- 
or third-class citizens...." 


In Sit-Zaynab camp in Damascus we had heard similar remarks although more 
vehement, from refugees who had escaped the Lebanon killings. "Why are they 
not recognizing Israel?" Abu ‘Umar cried as he shivered in the tent housing 
some 10 members of his family. "How long are we going to be hounded from 
one Arab country to another, and suffer humiliation, persecution and 
massacres? Give me a state and I will agree to coexist with the devil 
himself?" 
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In the occupied territories, where the trials are constant, the consensus 
in favor of peace is much broader. Almost all the elected mayors (now sacked 
or deported) had in recent years publicly advocated in one way or another 

a compromise which would give the Palestinians a state on the West Bank and 
in Gaza. "You have not really abandoned your dream of throwing us into the 
sea:" A senior Israeli officer recently told Mr ‘Adil Ghanim CCT [expansion 
unknown] secretary general on the West Bank, who retorted: "Just tell us 
that you do not intend to push your borders beyond those you had in 1967 

and you will immediately see our representatives at the negotiation table!" 


The same is true of the other sections of the population. The peasants 
want to escape the expropriations, the industrialists--the bankruptcy into 
which the occupier is forcing them, the traders--the recession and the 
workers--the unemployment and inflation imported from Israel (at the rate 
of 100 percent per year). All find it difficult to put up with the burden 
of a multifaceted repression which demonstrates the Jewish state's over- 
whelming superiority in daily life. Realism but also hope are prompting 
conciliation: The active solidarity of the Israeli pacifists and leftwing 
groups with the inhabitants of the occupied territories heralds, they tell 
you, future coexistence between the two peoples. 


A Slow Development 


"You do not know how comforting it is to see buses arriving full of Israelis 
who have come to join us in a demonstration aguinst the despotic behavoir 

of the occupation authorities," Mr Georges Hasbun, deputy mayor of Bethlehem 
and deputy secretary of the CGT, told us. He went to Tel-Aviv in person 

to urge the Israelis, at a public meeting, to "support the Palestinians, 

the Middle East's new Jews." 


The development of the PLO's policy in the direction of conciliation has 
made a powerful contribution to the slow development of Palestinian opinion. 
The Fedayeen federation, which was originally pledged to "liberate the 
whole of Palestine" and establish a "democratic state" over the whole 
territory (which clearly meant dismantling the Israeli state and its 
"zionist" structures), had adopted an entirely different course in 1974. 
The PNC, which met in June that year, advocated two states and authorized 
the resistance leaders to take part, on certain conditions, in the peace 
conference jointly convened by the United States and the USSR in Geneva. 
The message was clear: Mr ‘Arafat's organization was thus declaring its 
readiness, like the other Arab belligerants, to enter negotiations with 
Israel and hence to recognize it and reach a compromise agreement, 


Over the years various PNC resolutions and statements by Mr ‘Arafat were to 
confirm, still implicitly, the resistance's new line. The favorable recep- 
tion given, among other things, to the joint Soviet-U.S. communique on 1 
October 1978, to the "Brezhnev plan" of spring 1981, to the joint declaration 
by Mendes France and Mr Goldman and Mr Klutznick and to the draft Franco- 
Egyptian draft resolution presented to the Security Council during the 
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Lebanon war--documents which advocated mutual recognition and coexistence 
between the two peoples of Palestine--meant that the PLO was still prepared 
to move toward such a compromise. 


Following the example set by As-Sadat who, during the October 1973 war, 
called for a peace conference to be convened, Mr ‘Arafat did likewise during 
and after the Beirut siege. But it was to no avail. Mr Begin's government 
is determined "never to open negotiations with a gang of terrorists," or 

to allow the creation of a Palestinian state on the land of "Eretz [greater] 
Israel." The United States is continuing, although in more amenable terms, 
to demand that the PLO “explicitly recognize Israel's right to exist," and 
that it "abandon terrorism," in exchange for which Washington would agree 

to "open dialogue" with the Fedayeen federation, although without accepting 
the Palestinian people's right to establish a sovereign state. 


These conditions strike most of the resistance leaders as excessive. Why, 
DFLP [Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine] leader Hawatimah 
asked us, are we being asked for explicit unilateral and unconditional 
recognition of Israel? Why can Mr Begin, unlike Mr ‘Arafat, be received 
at the White House or the Elysee after formally annexing East Jerusalem 
and the Golan Heights and, in practice, the West Bank and Gaza, in viola- 
tion of Security Council Resolution 242? Furthermore is Israel's "state 
terrorism" less reprehensible or violent than the "extremely rare opera- 
tions" carried out by the Fedayeen against the occupiers? 


Conflicting Factions 


Despite those indignant objections, we were assured by several sources that 
many resistance leaders, especially Mr ‘Arafat, want the PNC to adopt a 
resolution at its next session calling explicitly for peace based on mutual 
recognition by two states in Palestine. Such a declaration, its defenders 
think, would both make it possible to further isolate Mr Begin's government, 
to extend the PLO's support in the United States, in Europe, and even in 
Israel and to consolidate the Fedayeen federation's autonomy in face of 

Arab countries like Syria or Jordan which are trying to replace it in possible 
peace negotiations. 


However, this plan is encountering strong opposition, both of an ideological 
and of a tactical nature. Those who approve it while deeming it "prema- 
ture,"--the largest group of dissidents—-maintain that the "final card" 

of recognizing Israel must only be played at the negotiation table or in 
exchange for sound guarantees. In view of the present balance of forces, 
which is overwhelmingly in Israel's favor, they add, any unilateral con- 
cession would lead to another’ and would inevitably lead, as As-Sadat had 
learned, not to compromise but to "capitulation." The "rejection front" 
groups--Georges Habbash's PFLP, the pro-Syrian As-Sa'iqah and two very small 
groups--are opposed in principle to recognizing Israel and stand by the 
terms of the PLO charter which rules out any reconciliation with the "zionist 
usurpers." In theory Mr ‘Arafat could win against his adversaries at the 
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forthcoming meeting of the PNC in which he has a virtually automatic majority. 
He could do so all the more easily since the "rejection front" enjoys 

limited support both in PLO ranks and in Palestinian opinion, especially 
since the Lebanon war. The Fedayeen federation chief, however, fears a 

split and the creation of a rival organization controlled by some Arab 
countries. According to his entourage he would not think twice about 

taking such a risk if a peace settlement was not in sight. 


Changing the Charter? 


The advocates of a "bold initiative," and there are many, are nonetheless 
urging him to go ahead. "It is time to abandon dreams for reality," DFLP 
leader Nayif Hawatimah, among many others, stated, "because dreams can lead 
to disaster." But how can the "dream" incorporated in the PLO charter be 
removed without "trauma?" Nobody aside from the communists, who have never 
approved of it, dares to propose an amendment. For communist party secretary 
general Bashir Al-Barghuthi, who has considerable influence on the West Bank 
and in Gaza, the PLO is raising false dilemmas. He thinks there are two 
priority tasks: Strengthening the resistance--the vital complement to 
diplomatic action--by establishing a collegial leadership within the occupied 
territories; the adoption of a "comprehensive" peace strategy which would 
precisely define the objectives and means of attaining them, and by doing 

so “in the framework of strict international legality." 


In that connection he thinks it is vital for the PLO to clearly state that 
a "definitive" and not a "transitional" settlement would be concluded with 
the creation of a Palestinian state on a clearly defined territory: The 
West Bank and Gaza. "It is only possible to mobilize a people by giving 
them realistic and clear objectives," he stated, before adding that it 

is only in such conditions that the PLO could take various initiatives, 
without risk of being disavowed, such as the amendment of the charter and 
recognition of Israel's right to exist. 


Things are not as simple as that. The PNC, which Mr ‘Arafat wanted to 
convene at the end of September, could not hold its meeting before 20 
October, as the Central Committee had decided. The PLO's state of shock, 
the disjointed nature of its bodies, the conflicting pressures being 
exerted on it by the Arab states, seem to doom the Fedayeen federation 
to a kind of paralysis whose duration largely depends on the decisions 
which the PNC takes. 


The future will show whether Mr ‘Arafat will be able to rise above the 


fray and ensure that the PLO is able to end the Palestinian people's 
suffering. 


cso: 4400/108 
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ISRAEL 


"LE MONDE' VIEWS SITUATION ON WEST BANK 
PM221521 Paris LE MONDE in French 18 Nov 82 p 7 


[Part II of Eric Rouleau article: "The Palestinians in Search of Survival; 
II--The Last Patch of Land"] 


[Text] Bethlehem--"My father, born in Palestine under the Turkish occupa- 
tion, was a citizen of the Ottoman empire; I was a British citizen when my 
country came under the colonial office's protection after World War I; my 
son officially enjoyed Jordanian nationality when the Hashemite kingdom 
annexed the West Bank in 1950; my grandson, who was born in the same 
country, after it had been conquered by the Israelis in 1967, has no 
recognized identity. Mr Begin regards him, at best, as an ‘Arab in Eretz 
Israel,' a foreigner without any specified nationality or, at worst, a 
"two-legged animal'* destined to be destroyed in one way or another." 


The observations made to us by that storekeeper in Bethlehem on the West 

Bank clearly reflect the deep bitterness felt by the "inernal" Palestinians-- 
those in the territories occupied by Israel. The discrimination, humiliating 
persecution, constant harassment, police repression and collective sanctions 
they have suffered for 15 years would have been just tolerable, they say, 

if their Israeli guardians were not at the same time relentlessly stripping 
them of the last patch of the territo1, which was once their homeland. 


"The Israeli occupation," economist Ibrahim Matar stressed, “is the most 
pernicious of all those we have experienced in our history. The Ottomans, 
British and Jordanians oppressed us too, often with extreme brutality, but 
they never tried to strip us of the land on which we have lived since time 
immemorial." 


The Jewish colonization of the occupied territories, started by the Labor 
Party and stepped up since Likud came to power in 1977, has assumed alarming 
proportions for the native inhabitants. They do not need to consult the 

"map of settlement in Eretz Israel" published by the Zionist organization, 

on which a large number of multicolored marks designate the existing colonies 





*In a speech delivered in the Knesset on 10 June Mr Begin described the 
Palestinian fighters as "two-legged animals." 
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and those under construction or to be constructed in the next few years, to 
realize that almost half of the West Bank and its most fertile land has been 
confiscated, on various grounds, to be incorporated into the "Jewish heri- 
tage." 


The Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem, officially annexed by Israel 
have seen apartment blocks rise up around them with 40,000 apartments 
reserved for some 70,000 Israelis, mainly new immigrants. A new complex 

of 10,000 homes under construction will make it possible to enclose the 
native inhabitants in "greater Jerusalem" which will, it is planned, extend 
to the south, north and east to include Bethlehem, Ramallah and places 

only around 15 km from Jericho. The area which the so-called "metropolitan" 
city of Jerusalem will cover has already been "closed" to the native 
inhabitants, who are no longer allowed to build or extend their property 

in that part of the West Bank. 


"Arab Ghettos" 


The holy city's case is not exceptional. Most of the main conurbations on 
the West Bank are already "surrounded" by Jewish settlements and isolated 
from one another; that will destroy the geographical continuity of an Arab 
territory which Mr Begin intends to incorporate fully into greater Israel. 
"We will soon have the painful feeling that we are living in native reserves 
or, worse still, in concentration camps," a Ramallah lawyer confided. Mr 
(Meron Benviniste), former Labor deputy mayor of Jerusalem, was no less 
harsh when he maintained that Mr Begin's enterprise--which he described as 
"inspired insanity"--will soon lead to "Arab ghettos, besieged by Jewish 
dormitory towns, agricultural colonies and military camps." 


Bethlehem Mayor Ilyas Frayj uses that as an argument for urging the PLO 

to immediately accept a settlement based on the "Reagan plan" which makes 
provision for suspending Jewish colonization. "At the rate at which the 

West Bank is being carved up," he warned, "there will be nothing to negotiate 
about in 2 or 3 years' time." 


Mr (Benviniste) is even more pessimistic. On the basis of a far-reaching 
and detailed study which he has made and whose initial conclusions he has 
just revealed, he maintained that it would be wrong to think, as Mr Reagan 
does, that merely refraining from creating new settlements would be enough 
to preserve the West Bank's integrity. Supposing that Mr Begin accepts 

the White House chief's plan, he pcinted out, the extension and development 
of the 100 or so existing colonies would be amply sufficient to "Judaize" 
that territory well before the end of the 5-year transitional period laid 
down by the Camp David agreements. 





When opening a new settlement on the outskirts of Nabulus on 11 October, 
Communications Minister Mordekhay Tzipori told the new settlers: "Do not 
worry about the density of the Arab population in this region. When I was 
born in (Petaktikvah) (in Israel), we too were surrounded by Arab villages. 
They have all since disappeared." 
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Former Nabulus Mayor Bassam Ash-Shak'ah, who has been stripped of office, 
confirmed this in a furious tone: "Yes, it is ture,"he exclaimed. "With 
methods like those now being used on the West Bank Mr Begin's predecessors 
succeeded in wiping from the map some 400 Arab conurbations situated 
inside Israel's borders between 1948 and 1967. The objectives have not 
changed: to hound the Palestinians from their land and if possible from 
their homeland and destroy them as a people by political, economic, social 
and, if necessary, military measures. The Lebanon massacres, including 
those of Sabra and Shatila, are merely a spectacular demonstration of a 
multifaceted and frequently insidious policy implemented by Israel for 
decades." 





Stifling the Economy 


The former mayor referred to his own experience before he was fired by the 
occupation authorities to maintain that the economy is being stifled. In 
his constituency, as in the rest of the territory, the Israeli settlers 
readily obtain permission to further reduce the meager water supply for 
agricultural purposes. While the native peasants are prevented from sinking 
new wells, by having their requests refused, their new Jewish neighbors 

pump 17 million cubic meters of the precious liquid each year, helping to 
dry up the "Arab" wells. Since many Palestinian farmers have been pushed 
into bankruptcy the agricultural sector, which is in an extremely bad 

state, now employs less labor than in the early days of occupation. 


The same is true of industry, which is paralyzed by numerous restrictions. 
In almost all cases the military authorities ban the import of generators 
in order to force communities to link up with the Israeli electricity 
network. The Israeli banks, the only ones allowed to operate on the West 
Bank and in the Gaza Strip, usually refuse to grant credit or payment 
facilities to Arab enterprises. The latter are, in any case, in serious 
difficulty because they cannot compete with the Israeli industries which 
have flooded the occupied territories with their products (90 percent of 
their imports come from the Jewish state). Reduced to unemployment at 
home, more than 80,000 Palestinians--half the paid labor force--work in 
underpaid jobs in Israel in particularly arduous conditions. 


A military order promulgated in Junemakes the situation considerably worse. 
It removes the freedom to import currency which came mainly from contribu- 
tions by rich philanthropists from the Diaspora and especially from a 
Jordanian-Palestinian support fund set up by the Arab heads of state in 
1979 to make up for the military administration's shortcomings. Last year 
some $70 million was apparently used to finance, among other things, the 
municipal councils in the occupied territories (whose resources have gradu- 
ally been halved), infrastructure work, the construction of houses and the 
maintenance of hospitals, schools and universities. 


Under the new regulations no sum of more than 1,000 Jordanian dinars (around 
Fr20,000) can be brought into the occupied territories without prior 











authorization. In addition the funds received after official agreement 
will henceforth have to be placed in a frozen account; the beneficiaries 
would orily be able to use the money with the permission of the Israeli 
officials and the "village leagues," paramilitary organizations which act 
as auxiliaries for the occupation authorities. 


"Nothing is irreversible and we will eventually regain our land and our 
dignity," a Nabulus university professor said, while another murmured: 
"Nonetheless the Ottoman occupation lasted 400 years...."" The population 

is clearly not resigned to the "faits accomplis," as is demonstrated by 

the strikes, demonstrations and confrontations with the forces of order 

which, since the spring, have resulted in around 30 pecple being killed, 
mainly children and adolescents, around 300 injured and hundreds of arrests. 
In addition the number of prisoners sentenced by military courts or imprisoned 
"administratively" without trial is estimated to be 4,000. 


Futile Repression 


The weapon of repression is losing its edge. At the Ad-Duhaysah refugee 
camp on the outskirts of Bethlehem the walls are covered with slogans 
glorifying the PLO and its "victory" in Lebanon. The inhabitants who 
receive the passing journalist talk with detachment of the mass arrests 
carried out among them, of interrogations accompanied by torture, of houses 
blown up as reprisals, of nocturnal searches, acts of vandalism carried 

out by the forces of order and persecution. One of them, Muhammad Salih, 
has te go through laborious steps each month to renew the visitor's permit 
held by his foreign wife. Another, 23 year old Marwan Ash-Shaykh, has 

been arrested 4 years in succession on the eve of the higher education 
certificate examinations, only to be released after the examinations. 
Nonetheless he is determined to enter next year. Ahmad Al-Muhaysin, who 

is 26 years old, has been imprisoned 14 times in 8 years. He served a 
3-year sentence after admitting that he was a Fatah member. "I could not 
stand the cigarette burns," he explained with embarrassment, before showing 
us the scars left by them on his chest. 


"Far from waning, Palestinian nationalism becomes more virulent from one 
generation to the next," Felicia Langer, an Israeli lawyer, said, before 
stating that many of her clients at present are the children of those she 
defended 10 or 15 years ago. "The conflict can only be settled by dialogue,' 
according to Ibrahim Bakr, a lawyer in Amman and member of the Palestinian 
National Council (Parliament). "Unfortunately," he added, "the Israeli 
Government is striving to remove all those who would be capable of 
encouraging a ‘historical compromise’ between the Israelis and Palestinians.' 


The firing or deportation of the elected mayors of the West Bank and in 
Gaza, the successive dissolution of the national front and the national 
orientation committee, which grouped the representatives of the various 
sections of the population, and the imprisonment or house arrest of most 
of them suggests that the Jerusalem authorities do not want a dialogue 
which would force them to abandon greater Israel. 
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"In these circumstances," former Nabulus Mayor Bassam Ash-Shak'ah, wh had 


both his legs amputated after an attack in 1980, stated, "We fear i: worse, 
including new and violent provocations to force us to accept the uniccept- 
able." And sitting erect in his wheelchair, he concluded: "We no .wnyger 
have any choice but to resist at any cost to defend the last patch \f{ wur 


homeland...." 


CSO: 4400/108 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


PAPER SUSPENDED--Rabat--LE MATIN DU SAHARA, the biggest French-language news- 
paper printed in Morocco--which, together with MAROC-SOIR, its evening edition, 
prints around 70,000 copies--has been suspended for 2 days from Thursday, 25 
November. That measure was motivated by the publication of the 1983 finance 
bill in LE MATIN DU SAHARA of Sunday, 21 November. The ministers, and espec- 
ially Prime Minister Maati Bouabid, were furious when they discovered in the 
columns of the newspaper the draft budget which was to be approved by a 
Cabinet meeting the following Wednesday. The first victim of this blunder was 
Mr Abdelhai Aboulkhatib, the chief editor and a very well-known journalist in 
the Moroccan press, who nonetheless was apparently on leave that day. His 
name vanished from the masthead the following Tuesday. The daily's political 
editor, who is none other than Minister of State Moulay Ahmed Alaoui, could 
also suffer the consequences of this affair. [Dispatch by Roland Delcour: "A 
Newspaper Which Was Too Well Informed...."] [Text] [PMO21521 Paris LE MONDE 
in French 27 Nov 82 p 3] 


END 
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